Name

Which Material Makes the Best Umbrella?

A class tested five materials. Read their results. Then answer the questions.

The class put 10 drops of water on each material. Then they looked to see if any
water went through to the paper underneath. They also checked if each material
would bend to fit an umbrella.

Material V\iﬂ:iz;vﬁ;' t Bends? Tears easily?
paper towel yes yes yes
plastic no yes no
foil no yes yes
cotton cloth yes yes no
cardboard a little no no

1. Which two materials kept all the water out?

paper towel and cloth

2. Which material does not bend?

3. the best?

L. Which material is best for an umbrella? Tell why.

Foil keeps water out. Why is it not

plastic and foil

it bends

foil and cardboard

cardboard

cotton cloth

it tears easily ) ( it is soft
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Which Material Makes the Best Umbrella?

Answers to the questions.

The class put 10 drops of water on each material. Then they looked to see if any
water went through to the paper underneath. They also checked if each material
would bend to fit an umbrella.

Water went

Material through? Bends? Tears easily?
paper towel yes yes yes
plastic no yes no
foil no yes yes
cotton cloth yes yes no
cardboard a little no no

1. Which two materials kept all the water out?

paper towel and cloth ) (plastic and foil ) ( foil and cardboard

2. Which material does not bend?

3. the best?

L. Which material is best for an umbrella? Tell why.

Foil keeps water out. Why is it not

(cardboard ) ( plastic

cotton cloth

it bends ) (it tears easily ) (it is soft

Plastic. It keeps water out, it bends and it does not tear easily.
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