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Weathering and Erosion
Read about how land changes. Then answer the questions.

Weathering and Erosion
Rocks seem strong, but water, ice and wind can 
break them into smaller and smaller pieces. 
Breaking rock into pieces is called weathering.

Erosion is when those pieces are carried away. Rain 
washes soil down a hill. A river carries sand and 
pebbles downstream. Wind blows sand across a 
desert.

Weathering and erosion are usually very slow. A 
river may take millions of years to carve a deep 
canyon.

1. What is weathering?

rock moving away rock breaking into pieces rock melting

2. What is erosion?

pieces of rock and soil being carried away rain falling

a rock getting bigger

3. Which one can cause erosion?

sunlight a rainbow a river

4. Are weathering and erosion usually fast or slow?

fast slow
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Weathering and Erosion
Answers to the questions.

Weathering and Erosion
Rocks seem strong, but water, ice and wind can 
break them into smaller and smaller pieces. 
Breaking rock into pieces is called weathering.

Erosion is when those pieces are carried away. Rain 
washes soil down a hill. A river carries sand and 
pebbles downstream. Wind blows sand across a 
desert.

Weathering and erosion are usually very slow. A 
river may take millions of years to carve a deep 
canyon.

1. What is weathering?

rock moving away rock breaking into pieces rock melting

2. What is erosion?

pieces of rock and soil being carried away rain falling

a rock getting bigger

3. Which one can cause erosion?

sunlight a rainbow a river

4. Are weathering and erosion usually fast or slow?

fast slow
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