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Area and Perimeter Chart
Area is the space inside a flat shape. Perimeter is the distance around it.

Area
Count the unit squares that cover the 
shape, with no gaps and no overlaps.

1 square unit
3 rows of 5 squares: 3 × 5 = 15 square 
units.
Area of a rectangle = length × width.
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Perimeter
Add the lengths of all the sides. 
Walk around the outside.
5 + 3 + 5 + 3 = 16 units.
Perimeter is a length, so it uses 
units like cm, in, ft or m.

Area units Perimeter units
square centimeters, square inches, 
square feet, square meters

centimeters, inches, feet, meters, 
yards

Use area to cover: a floor, a rug, a 
garden bed.

Use perimeter to go around: a fence, a 
frame, a border.
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