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Which Beetles Survived?
Beetles of one kind can be green or brown. A class modeled hungry birds: they 
scattered 20 green and 20 brown paper beetles on brown soil, then picked up all 
the ones they could find in 1 minute.

Paper beetles found by the “birds”

Beetle color Scattered Found (eaten) Not found 
(survived)

green 20 16 4

brown 20 5 15

1. How many brown beetles survived?

2. How many more green beetles than brown beetles were found?

3.
Which color was easier for the birds to see on brown 
soil?

brown green

4.
Which beetles are more likely to live long enough to have 
young?

green brown

5. Explain how being brown helps a beetle survive on brown soil.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Which Beetles Survived?
Answers from the data.

Paper beetles found by the “birds”

Beetle color Scattered Found (eaten) Not found 
(survived)

green 20 16 4

brown 20 5 15

1. How many brown beetles survived? 15

2. How many more green beetles than brown beetles were found? 11

3.
Which color was easier for the birds to see on brown 
soil?

brown green

4.
Which beetles are more likely to live long enough to have 
young?

green brown

5. Explain how being brown helps a beetle survive on brown soil.

Brown beetles blend in with the soil (camouflage), so birds find fewer of 
them and more survive to have young.
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