
Name Date

Earth’s Climate Zones
Places near the equator get the most direct sunlight. Places near the poles get the 
least. That makes three kinds of climate zones.

polar zone
Cold all year. Near the North 
Pole.

temperate zone
Warm summers and cold 
winters: four seasons.

equator
An imaginary line around the 
middle of Earth.

tropical zone
Hot all year, often very rainy. 
Near the equator.

temperate zone
Seasons too, south of the 
tropics.

polar zone
Cold all year. Around the 
South Pole.

Lines on the globe: the Arctic and Antarctic Circles and the two tropics, at their true heights. Mountains 
and oceans change climate too, so real climates are more mixed than three zones.
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