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Simple and Compound Sentences
A chart to read together and keep.

A simple sentence has one complete thought. A compound 
sentence joins two complete thoughts with a comma and a 
conjunction.

Simple Sentence
one complete thought

The dog barked.
Mia and Leo played tag.
We ran and jumped in the leaves.

Compound Sentence
thought + comma + conjunction + thought

The dog barked, and the cat ran 
away.
I like soup, but my sister likes 
salad.
We can walk, or we can take the 
bus.

How to Check

• Cover the conjunction with your 
finger.

• Can each side stand alone as a 
sentence?

• Yes? It is compound. Put a 
comma before the conjunction.

Complex Sentence
a sneak peek

One part can stand alone. The 
other part starts with a word like 
because, when, or after, and it 
cannot stand alone.
We went inside because it was 
raining.
After we ate lunch, we went to the 
park.

Try it

Write a compound sentence about your weekend.
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