
Name Date

Simple or Compound?
Read each sentence. Circle simple or compound.

A compound sentence has two complete thoughts joined by a comma and a 
conjunction. Two names or two actions with and can still be a simple 
sentence.

Simple: Jo and Al ran home.     Compound: Jo ran home, and Al stayed.

1 Lena and her cousin built a sandcastle. simple compound

2 The wind blew hard, and the leaves fell. simple compound

3 My brother likes trucks, but I like trains. simple compound

4 We sang songs and roasted corn at the picnic. simple compound

5
We bought apples, grapes, and pears at the 
market.

simple compound

6 We can eat now, or we can wait for Grandma. simple compound

7 Felipe tripped on a rock but did not fall. simple compound

8 It was very windy, so we flew our kites. simple compound

9 The lights went out, so Dad found a flashlight. simple compound

10 Mr. Patel and his class planted a tree. simple compound
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Simple or Compound?
Read each sentence. Circle simple or compound.

A compound sentence has two complete thoughts joined by a comma and a 
conjunction. Two names or two actions with and can still be a simple 
sentence.

Simple: Jo and Al ran home.     Compound: Jo ran home, and Al stayed.

1 Lena and her cousin built a sandcastle. simple compound

2 The wind blew hard, and the leaves fell. simple compound

3 My brother likes trucks, but I like trains. simple compound

4 We sang songs and roasted corn at the picnic. simple compound

5
We bought apples, grapes, and pears at the 
market.

simple compound

6 We can eat now, or we can wait for Grandma. simple compound

7 Felipe tripped on a rock but did not fall. simple compound

8 It was very windy, so we flew our kites. simple compound

9 The lights went out, so Dad found a flashlight. simple compound

10 Mr. Patel and his class planted a tree. simple compound
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