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Criteria or Constraint?
A class will build paper bridges. Is each rule a criterion (what the bridge must do) 
or a constraint (a limit)? Put an X.

criterion constraint

1 The bridge must hold at least 20 pennies.

2 You may use only 2 sheets of paper.

3 You have 15 minutes to build.

4 The bridge must reach across a 20 cm gap.

5 You can use 30 cm of tape.

6 A toy car must be able to roll across it.

7
The bridge must stand without anyone holding 
it.

8 Materials may cost no more than $1.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Criteria or Constraint?
Each rule sorted.

criterion constraint

1 The bridge must hold at least 20 pennies. X

2 You may use only 2 sheets of paper. X

3 You have 15 minutes to build. X

4 The bridge must reach across a 20 cm gap. X

5 You can use 30 cm of tape. X

6 A toy car must be able to roll across it. X

7
The bridge must stand without anyone holding 
it. X

8 Materials may cost no more than $1. X
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