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A Dog Family’s Traits
Maple and Rocket are the parents of five puppies. Read the table, then answer.

Traits of the parents and their puppies

Dog Fur color Ears Tail

Mom (Maple) black floppy long

Dad (Rocket) brown pointed short

Pup 1 black pointed long

Pup 2 brown floppy short

Pup 3 black floppy short

Pup 4 brown pointed long

Pup 5 black floppy long

1. Which puppy has all three traits like Mom?

2. How many puppies have floppy ears?

3.
Pup 4 has pointed ears. Which parent has pointed 
ears?

Mom Dad neither

4. Do all the puppies look the same? yes no

5. Where did the puppies get their fur color, ears and tails? Use the data.

Made-up data, simplified: real traits can come from grandparents too.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

A Dog Family’s Traits
Answers from the table.

Traits of the parents and their puppies

Dog Fur color Ears Tail

Mom (Maple) black floppy long

Dad (Rocket) brown pointed short

Pup 1 black pointed long

Pup 2 brown floppy short

Pup 3 black floppy short

Pup 4 brown pointed long

Pup 5 black floppy long

1. Which puppy has all three traits like Mom? Pup 5

2. How many puppies have floppy ears? 3

3.
Pup 4 has pointed ears. Which parent has pointed 
ears?

Mom Dad neither

4. Do all the puppies look the same? yes no

5. Where did the puppies get their fur color, ears and tails? Use the data.

From their parents. Each puppy’s traits match Mom’s or Dad’s, but in 
different mixes.

Made-up data, simplified: real traits can come from grandparents too.
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