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Welcome to Ellis Island
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Welcome to Ellis Island
From 1892 to 1954, about 12 million immigrants arrived in the 
United States through Ellis Island, a small island in New York 
Harbor.

Most came on crowded ships after a trip of a week or more 
across the Atlantic Ocean. As the ships sailed in, people saw the 
Statue of Liberty. For many, it was a sign of hope.

On the island, doctors checked each person for illness, and 
officials asked questions such as their name and where they 
planned to live. Most people were allowed in within a few hours.

They came for many reasons: to find work, to join family, to 
escape war or hunger, or to practice their religion freely. Today, 
millions of Americans have a family member who came through 
Ellis Island.

1.
About how many immigrants came 
through Ellis Island?

12 thousand 12 million 12

2.
What did doctors do on the 
island?

checked people for illness built ships

3. Name two reasons immigrants came. Are they push or pull factors?

Immigrants arriving on the Pacific coast were often processed at Angel Island in San Francisco Bay 
(1910–1940).
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Welcome to Ellis Island
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Welcome to Ellis Island
From 1892 to 1954, about 12 million immigrants arrived in the 
United States through Ellis Island, a small island in New York 
Harbor.

Most came on crowded ships after a trip of a week or more 
across the Atlantic Ocean. As the ships sailed in, people saw the 
Statue of Liberty. For many, it was a sign of hope.

On the island, doctors checked each person for illness, and 
officials asked questions such as their name and where they 
planned to live. Most people were allowed in within a few hours.

They came for many reasons: to find work, to join family, to 
escape war or hunger, or to practice their religion freely. Today, 
millions of Americans have a family member who came through 
Ellis Island.

1.
About how many immigrants came 
through Ellis Island?

12 thousand 12 million 12

2.
What did doctors do on the 
island?

checked people for illness built ships

3. Name two reasons immigrants came. Are they push or pull factors?

To find work (pull) and to escape war (push).

Immigrants arriving on the Pacific coast were often processed at Angel Island in San Francisco Bay 
(1910–1940).
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