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Follow the Energy

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Follow the Energy
Every living thing needs energy to grow, move and stay alive. In
a meadow, the energy starts with the sun.

Grass uses sunlight, air and water to make its own food. Living \ A /
things that make their own food are called producers. A cricket ~ 7
eats the grass. A frog eats the cricket. A snake eats the frog. An <‘©
eagle swoops down and eats the snake. Animals that eat other
living things are called consumers.

When the eagle dies, decomposers such as mushrooms, worms
and tiny bacteria break its body down. This puts nutrients back
into the soil, and they help new grass grow.

Where does the energy in the meadow

start? the sun the grass the soil

2. Whichis a producer? cricket ) ( grass ) ( eagle

3. Worite the meadow food chain in order, with arrows.

L. What would happen to the frogs if all the crickets disappeared? Explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Follow the Energy

Answers with evidence from the passage.

2.

Follow the Energy
Every living thing needs energy to grow, move and stay alive. In
a meadow, the energy starts with the sun.

Grass uses sunlight, air and water to make its own food. Living \ A /
things that make their own food are called producers. A cricket ~ 7
eats the grass. A frog eats the cricket. A snake eats the frog. An <'©
eagle swoops down and eats the snake. Animals that eat other é// \\
living things are called consumers. V

When the eagle dies, decomposers such as mushrooms, worms
and tiny bacteria break its body down. This puts nutrients back
into the soil, and they help new grass grow.

Where does the energy in the meadow the grass ) ( the soil

start?

Which is a producer? cricket eagle

3. Write the meadow food chain in order, with arrows.

grass — cricket — frog — snake — eagle

What would happen to the frogs if all the crickets disappeared? Explain.

The frogs would have less food, so some might die or move away. Then the
snakes would have less food too.
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