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How a Fossil Forms: Number the Steps
Write 1 to 5 to put the steps in order.

Minerals slowly replace 
the bones. A fossil forms.

A fish dies and sinks to 
the bottom of a lake.

Wind and water wear the 
rock away. The fossil 

shows.

Mud and sand quickly 
cover it.

Over a long time, more 
layers pile up and harden 

into rock.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How a Fossil Forms: Number the Steps
The steps in order.

Minerals slowly replace 
the bones. A fossil forms.

4

A fish dies and sinks to 
the bottom of a lake.

1

Wind and water wear the 
rock away. The fossil 

shows.

5

Mud and sand quickly 
cover it.

2

Over a long time, more 
layers pile up and harden 

into rock.

3
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