
Name Date

Inherited or Learned?
Is each one an inherited trait (from parents) or a learned behavior (learned or 
taught)? Put an X in the right column.

inherited learned

1 A puppy has spots like its mother.

2 A kitten has blue eyes like its father.

3 Maria can ride a bike.

4 A dog sits when its owner says “sit.”

5 Sam can read a chapter book.

6
An oak seedling has leaves shaped like its parent 
tree’s.

7 A zebra foal is born with black and white stripes.

8 A parrot says words it heard people say.

9 Ava speaks Spanish and English.

10
A tulip has red petals like the tulip its seed came 
from.

11 A bear at a zoo learns to wave for a treat.

12 A giraffe calf has a long neck.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Inherited or Learned?
Each example sorted.

inherited learned

1 A puppy has spots like its mother. X

2 A kitten has blue eyes like its father. X

3 Maria can ride a bike. X

4 A dog sits when its owner says “sit.” X

5 Sam can read a chapter book. X

6
An oak seedling has leaves shaped like its parent 
tree’s. X

7 A zebra foal is born with black and white stripes. X

8 A parrot says words it heard people say. X

9 Ava speaks Spanish and English. X

10
A tulip has red petals like the tulip its seed came 
from. X

11 A bear at a zoo learns to wave for a treat. X

12 A giraffe calf has a long neck. X
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