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Inherited Traits and Learned Behaviors
A trait is a feature of a living thing. Some traits come from parents. Others are 
learned or shaped by the world around it.

Inherited traits
Passed from parents to 
their young. Examples: 
fur color, eye color, the 
shape of leaves or ears.

Learned behaviors
Things a living thing 

learns to do by practice 
or by being taught. 

Examples: riding a bike, 
reading, a dog that sits 

on command.

The environment
Food, water, sunlight and 

care can change a trait. 
Flamingos are pink 

because of the food they 
eat.

Same parents, different young
Kittens from the same parents do not all look the same. These differences are 
called variation. Each young animal or plant gets a mix of traits from its parents.
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