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From Egg to Frog
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

From Egg to Frog
In spring, a female frog lays hundreds of eggs in a pond. The 
eggs are covered in clear jelly that keeps them safe and wet.

After about one to three weeks, tadpoles hatch. A tadpole 
lives underwater. It breathes with gills, swims with its long 
tail and eats tiny plants.

Over the next weeks, the tadpole grows back legs and then 
front legs. Its gills disappear and lungs form, so it can 
breathe air. Now it is a froglet, with a short tail.

Soon the tail is gone. The adult frog hops onto land and eats 
insects. When it is grown, it returns to the water to lay eggs, 
and the cycle starts again.

1. Where does a frog’s life begin? in a pond in a tree in a nest

2. Which grow first on a tadpole? front legs back legs lungs

3. How does the way a frog breathes change as it grows?

4.
Which part of the passage tells 
about reproduction?

the first sentence the last paragraph

Times vary with the kind of frog and the water temperature.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

From Egg to Frog
Answers with evidence from the passage.

From Egg to Frog
In spring, a female frog lays hundreds of eggs in a pond. The 
eggs are covered in clear jelly that keeps them safe and wet.

After about one to three weeks, tadpoles hatch. A tadpole 
lives underwater. It breathes with gills, swims with its long 
tail and eats tiny plants.

Over the next weeks, the tadpole grows back legs and then 
front legs. Its gills disappear and lungs form, so it can 
breathe air. Now it is a froglet, with a short tail.

Soon the tail is gone. The adult frog hops onto land and eats 
insects. When it is grown, it returns to the water to lay eggs, 
and the cycle starts again.

1. Where does a frog’s life begin? in a pond in a tree in a nest

2. Which grow first on a tadpole? front legs back legs lungs

3. How does the way a frog breathes change as it grows?

A tadpole breathes with gills underwater. Later lungs form, so the frog 
breathes air.

4.
Which part of the passage tells 
about reproduction?

the first sentence the last paragraph

Times vary with the kind of frog and the water temperature.
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