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Every Living Thing Has a Life Cycle
Life cycles are different for different living things. But every life cycle has birth, 
growth, reproduction and death.

Butterfly
egg → larva (caterpillar) → pupa 

(chrysalis) → adult. Its body changes 
completely: complete metamorphosis.

Cricket
egg → nymph → adult. A nymph looks 

like a small adult without wings: 
incomplete metamorphosis.

Frog
eggs → tadpole → tadpole with legs → 
froglet → adult. It begins life in water 

and grows lungs to breathe air.

Bean plant
seed → sprout → seedling → adult 

plant with flowers → pods with seeds. 
The new seeds can start the cycle 

again.

Birth, growth, reproduction, death
Birth: life begins (an animal hatches or is born; a seed sprouts). Growth: it 
gets bigger and changes. Reproduction: the adult makes young or seeds. 
Death: its life ends, and its young carry the cycle on.
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