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Living With Floods
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Living With Floods
Rivers are good places to live. They give people water, food 
and a way to travel. But after heavy rain, a river can rise 
and spill over its banks. That is a flood.

People cannot stop the rain, but they can design ways to 
keep floods from doing so much harm. Some towns build 
levees, high walls of earth along a river. Some families build 
houses on stilts, so water can flow under them.

Nature can help too. Wetlands act like giant sponges. They 
soak up extra water and let it go slowly. Some towns protect 
their wetlands instead of building on them.

Every design has costs. Levees are expensive, and if one 
breaks, water can rush in fast. That is why engineers keep 
testing and improving their designs.

1.
What often causes a river to 
flood?

heavy rain a strong wind an earthquake

2.
How do wetlands help 
during a flood?

They block the wind. They soak up extra water.

3. Choose one design from the passage. Make a claim: how well does it reduce 
flood damage? Give one strength and one problem.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Living With Floods
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Living With Floods
Rivers are good places to live. They give people water, food 
and a way to travel. But after heavy rain, a river can rise 
and spill over its banks. That is a flood.

People cannot stop the rain, but they can design ways to 
keep floods from doing so much harm. Some towns build 
levees, high walls of earth along a river. Some families build 
houses on stilts, so water can flow under them.

Nature can help too. Wetlands act like giant sponges. They 
soak up extra water and let it go slowly. Some towns protect 
their wetlands instead of building on them.

Every design has costs. Levees are expensive, and if one 
breaks, water can rush in fast. That is why engineers keep 
testing and improving their designs.

1.
What often causes a river to 
flood?

heavy rain a strong wind an earthquake

2.
How do wetlands help 
during a flood?

They block the wind. They soak up extra water.

3. Choose one design from the passage. Make a claim: how well does it reduce 
flood damage? Give one strength and one problem.

A levee works well most of the time because it keeps water off the land. 
But it costs a lot, and if it breaks, water rushes in fast.
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