Name Date

A Seat at the Table

Read the story. Think about what the characters do and say.

1

10

Level 2 - 311 words

On Monday, a new boy named Arjun joined Ms. Bell’s class. He sat in the back row
and kept his eyes on his desk. When Ms. Bell asked him to tell the class one thing
about himself, he said, “I like chess,” so softly that she had to lean closer to hear. At
recess, he stood by the fence and watched the other kids play four square.

At lunch, Ivy carried her tray past the table by the window. Arjun was sitting there
by himself. He was pushing his peas around with a fork, but he was not eating them.
He kept looking over at the noisy tables where everyone was laughing.

Ivy stopped. She thought about her own first day at a new school last year. She
remembered how long that lunch had felt.

“Is anyone sitting here?” she asked.

Arjun looked up quickly. “No,” he said. Then he slid his milk carton over to make
room.

Ivy sat down. “I heard you like chess,” she said. “My grandpa taught me, but I
always lose to him.”

For the first time all day, Arjun smiled. He pulled a tiny magnetic chess set out of his
backpack. “I could show you a trick for the start of the game,” he said. “It works
almost every time.”

Arjun set up the pieces faster than Ivy could blink. He showed her how to move a
knight out early and keep her king safe. When Ivy made a good move, he nodded.
“Your grandpa is in trouble,” he said, and this time he said it loud enough for the
next table to hear.

By the end of lunch, three more kids had crowded around the table to watch. When
the bell rang, Arjun packed up the little board carefully.

“Same table tomorrow?” he asked.

“Same table,” said Ivy. “Grandpa won’t know what hit him.”
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Name Date

A Seat at the Table: Questions

Use clues from the story. Explain how you know.

@ How does Arjun feel at the start of lunch? lonely proud angry

@ Which sentence best shows that Arjun wishes he had friends to sit with?
a. At lunch, Ivy carried her tray past the table by the window.

b. He kept looking over at the noisy tables where everyone was laughing.
c. When the bell rang, Arjun packed up the little board carefully.

@ Why does Ivy think about her own first day at a new school?

a. She wants to go back to her old school.
b. She forgot her lunch that day.
c. She knows how it feels to be new and alone.

@ Arjun wants Ivy to leave him alone. true false

@ What kind of person is Ivy? Use two details from the story.

How does Arjun change from the start of the story to the end? Use clues from the
text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

A Seat at the Table: Questions

Use clues from the story. Explain how you know.

@ How does Arjun feel at the start of lunch? proud angry

@ Which sentence best shows that Arjun wishes he had friends to sit with?

a. At lunch, Ivy carried her tray past the table by the window.
(b. He kept looking over at the noisy tables where everyone was laughing.)
c. When the bell rang, Arjun packed up the little board carefully.

@ Why does Ivy think about her own first day at a new school?
a. She wants to go back to her old school.

b. She forgot her lunch that day.
(c. She knows how it feels to be new and alone.)

@ Arjun wants Ivy to leave him alone. true

@ What kind of person is Ivy? Use two details from the story.

Ivy is kind. She saw Arjun eating alone and asked to sit with him. She

talked about chess so he would feel welcome.

How does Arjun change from the start of the story to the end? Use clues from the
text.

At first Arjun is quiet and lonely. He sits alone and does not eat. At the

end he smiles, shows his chess set, and asks to sit together again.
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