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The Great Hamster Hunt
Read until you see Stop. Answer the questions it tells you. Then 
read on. Level 3 · 579 words

1 On Monday morning, Sofia hurried into Room 12 to feed Peanut, the class hamster. 
She lifted the cover off his cage and froze. The cage was empty! The little door on the 
side was open just a crack, and wood chips were scattered across the shelf.

2 “Peanut is gone!” Sofia called. Mr. Delgado rushed over. He looked at the open door 
and sighed. “I must not have latched it on Friday,” he said. “Don’t worry. Hamsters 
like to hide in dark, cozy places. He can’t have gone far.”

3 The whole class searched. They looked under desks, behind the coat rack, and inside 
every cubby. They found three pencils, a lost mitten, and a lot of dust, but no Peanut. 
Sofia’s shoulders drooped.

4 “What if he got out into the hallway?” she asked. Mr. Delgado shook his head. “The 
classroom door was closed all weekend,” he said. “Peanut is somewhere in this room. 
We just have to think like a hamster.”

5 Then Malik pointed at the floor near the snack table. “Look!” he whispered. A thin 
trail of cracker crumbs led from the table, across the carpet, and into the reading 
corner. In the corner, a big pile of soft floor pillows sat in the shadows.

Stop and predict. Where do you think Peanut is? Answer questions 1 and 2. Then 
keep reading.

6 Sofia tiptoed to the reading corner. She lifted the top pillow very slowly. There, 
curled in a ball between two cushions, was Peanut. A cracker crumb was still stuck to 
his whiskers, and he blinked up at her sleepily.

7 Everyone cheered, and the loud noise startled Peanut. Before Sofia could scoop him 
up, he darted out of the pillows, scurried along the wall, and squeezed behind the 
heavy bookshelf.

8 “Oh no,” groaned Malik. “We can’t move that bookshelf. It’s way too heavy, and it’s 
full of books.”

9 “Maybe we could just wait until he gets hungry,” said a girl named June. Sofia nodded 
slowly. That gave her an idea.

10 Sofia thought hard. She had fed Peanut every morning for a month, so she knew him 
well. Whenever she shook his box of sunflower seeds, he came running to his food 
dish. Sunflower seeds were his favorite treat in the whole world.

11 Sofia found an empty shoebox and laid it on its side next to the bookshelf. She 
sprinkled a handful of sunflower seeds inside and gave the seed box a gentle shake. 
Then she sat down on the floor and asked everyone to be very quiet.
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Stop and predict. What do you think Peanut will do? Answer questions 3 and 4. 
Then read to the end.

12 For a long minute, nothing happened. Then a pink nose poked out from behind the 
bookshelf. Peanut sniffed the air. He crept toward the shoebox one tiny step at a 
time, then hopped inside and began stuffing his cheeks with seeds. Sofia gently tipped 
the box up and carried him back to his cage.

13 This time, Mr. Delgado clicked the latch shut and tugged on the door to be sure. Then 
he taped a sign to the cage that said, “Check the door!”

14 “Good thinking, Sofia,” he said. “You knew exactly what Peanut would do.”

15 At the end of the day, the class made a card for Peanut’s cage. It said, “Welcome 
home, Peanut! Please stay put.” Peanut did not read it, of course. He was too busy 
sleeping in his wood chips, with his cheeks still full of sunflower seeds.
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Name Date

The Great Hamster Hunt: Questions
Answer questions 1 and 2 at the first Stop, 3 and 4 at the second Stop, and the rest at 
the end.

1 Stop 1. Where do you predict Peanut is hiding?

a. on the playground b. in Mr. Delgado’s car c. in the floor pillows

2 Stop 1. Which clues helped you make that prediction?

3 Stop 2. What do you predict Peanut will do?

a. go into the shoebox b. climb the bookshelf c. run out the door

4 Stop 2. What clue helped you? What did Sofia know about Peanut?

5 Check. Were your predictions right? Tell what really happened after each Stop.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Great Hamster Hunt: Questions
Answer questions 1 and 2 at the first Stop, 3 and 4 at the second Stop, and the rest at 
the end.

1 Stop 1. Where do you predict Peanut is hiding?

a. on the playground b. in Mr. Delgado’s car c. in the floor pillows

2 Stop 1. Which clues helped you make that prediction?

The trail of cracker crumbs led to the reading corner, and Mr.

Delgado said hamsters hide in dark, cozy places.

3 Stop 2. What do you predict Peanut will do?

a. go into the shoebox b. climb the bookshelf c. run out the door

4 Stop 2. What clue helped you? What did Sofia know about Peanut?

Sofia put sunflower seeds in the box and shook the seed box. She

knew Peanut always comes running for sunflower seeds.

5 Check. Were your predictions right? Tell what really happened after each Stop.

Sample: Yes. Peanut was asleep in the pillows. Later, he came out

from behind the bookshelf and hopped into the shoebox to eat the seeds.
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