Name Date

Meerkats on Guard

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

2.

Meerkats on Guard

Meerkats are small animals that live in dry parts of southern
Africa. They live in groups called mobs, with up to about 40
members.

While most of the mob digs for insects and other food, one
meerkat stands guard. It climbs a rock or bush and watches
the sky and land. If it sees an eagle or a jackal, it gives a loud
alarm call. Everyone runs into a burrow.

Meerkats take turns on guard. They also share the work of
raising the young: some adults babysit pups in the burrow
while others look for food.

A meerkat alone would have to dig and watch for danger at
the same time. In a group, the job is shared.

What does the guard do when it

sees danger? gives an alarm call

What do meerkats call their group? a herd

runs away alone

a mob ) ( a pack

3. Make a claim: does living in a group help meerkats survive? Give two reasons

from the passage.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Meerkats on Guard

Answers with evidence from the passage.

2.

Meerkats on Guard

Meerkats are small animals that live in dry parts of southern
Africa. They live in groups called mobs, with up to about 40
members.

While most of the mob digs for insects and other food, one
meerkat stands guard. It climbs a rock or bush and watches
the sky and land. If it sees an eagle or a jackal, it gives a loud
alarm call. Everyone runs into a burrow.

Meerkats take turns on guard. They also share the work of
raising the young: some adults babysit pups in the burrow
while others look for food.

A meerkat alone would have to dig and watch for danger at
the same time. In a group, the job is shared.

What does the guard do when it

sees danger? Q;ives an alarm call) runs away alone

What do meerkats call their group? a herd a pack

3. Make a claim: does living in a group help meerkats survive? Give two reasons

from the passage.

Yes. A guard warns the others about eagles and jackals, and adults take
turns caring for the pups while others find food.
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