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Parts of a Paragraph
Use this chart when you write a paragraph.

A paragraph is a group of sentences about one main 
idea. Indent the first line: start it a little in from the 
margin.

1. Topic sentence
Tells the main idea

• Comes first in the paragraph.
• Tells what the whole paragraph 

is about.
Example: Our class garden is a 
busy place in the spring.

2. Supporting details
Three or more

• Facts, examples, and reasons 
that tell more about the main 
idea.

• Every detail sticks to the main 
idea.

Example: We plant beans, 
carrots, and sunflowers.

3. Linking words
Connect your ideas

• Help the reader move from one 
idea to the next.

first · next · then · also · another 
· for example · finally
Example: Also, we water the 
plants every morning.

4. Closing sentence
Wraps it up

• Comes last in the paragraph.
• Tells the main idea again in new 

words.
Example: Our garden keeps 
everyone busy until summer 
comes.

Try it

Write a topic sentence about your favorite place at school.
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