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Choose the Topic Sentence
Read the details. Circle the topic sentence that tells the main idea.

A topic sentence tells the main idea. All the details tell more about it.

1
Details: Ants carry food back to the nest. Some ants guard the queen. Other ants 
dig new tunnels. Which is the best topic sentence?

a. Ants have six legs and two feelers.

b. Bees make honey inside a hive.

c. Each ant in a colony has a job to do.

2
Details: Pack a water bottle. Wear sturdy shoes. Bring a map of the trail. Which is 
the best topic sentence?

a. Getting ready for a hike takes a little planning.

b. I saw a deer on the trail last summer.

c. Water is good for your body.

3
Details: A camel can go for days without drinking. Its wide feet keep it from 
sinking in the sand. Long eyelashes keep sand out of its eyes. Which is the best 
topic sentence?

a. Some zoos have camels.

b. A camel’s body helps it live in the desert.

c. Deserts get very little rain.

4
Details: You can borrow books on almost any subject. You can use the computers. 
Children can join a reading club in the summer. Which is the best topic sentence?

a. Our town library has something for everyone.

b. My favorite book is about sharks.

c. Computers can be used for games.

5
Details: Sweep the floor. Feed the class fish. Pass out the papers. Which is the 
best topic sentence?

a. Our class fish is named Bubbles.

b. I like to sweep the porch at home.

c. Classroom jobs help our room run smoothly.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Choose the Topic Sentence
Read the details. Circle the topic sentence that tells the main idea.

A topic sentence tells the main idea. All the details tell more about it.

1
Details: Ants carry food back to the nest. Some ants guard the queen. Other ants 
dig new tunnels. Which is the best topic sentence?

a. Ants have six legs and two feelers.

b. Bees make honey inside a hive.

c. Each ant in a colony has a job to do.

2
Details: Pack a water bottle. Wear sturdy shoes. Bring a map of the trail. Which is 
the best topic sentence?

a. Getting ready for a hike takes a little planning.

b. I saw a deer on the trail last summer.

c. Water is good for your body.

3
Details: A camel can go for days without drinking. Its wide feet keep it from 
sinking in the sand. Long eyelashes keep sand out of its eyes. Which is the best 
topic sentence?

a. Some zoos have camels.

b. A camel’s body helps it live in the desert.

c. Deserts get very little rain.

4
Details: You can borrow books on almost any subject. You can use the computers. 
Children can join a reading club in the summer. Which is the best topic sentence?

a. Our town library has something for everyone.

b. My favorite book is about sharks.

c. Computers can be used for games.

5
Details: Sweep the floor. Feed the class fish. Pass out the papers. Which is the 
best topic sentence?

a. Our class fish is named Bubbles.

b. I like to sweep the porch at home.

c. Classroom jobs help our room run smoothly.
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