
Name Date

Same Seeds, Different Places
Two bean seeds came from the same parent plant. One plant grew in a sunny 
window and one in a shady corner. Both got the same water.

Height of each plant (centimeters)

Week Sunny window Shady corner

Week 1 2 3

Week 2 6 8

Week 3 11 13

Week 4 17 16

Leaf color in week 4 dark green pale green

1. How tall was the sunny plant in week 4?

2. In week 3, how much taller was the shady plant?

3. Which plant had dark green leaves? shady sunny

4.
The plants had the same 
parents. What caused the 
difference in leaf color?

their parents the light the water

5. The shady plant grew tall and thin, stretching toward light. Is a trait like 
this inherited, or changed by the environment? Explain.

Plants grown in low light often grow tall, thin and pale for a while as they stretch toward light.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Same Seeds, Different Places
Answers from the data.

Height of each plant (centimeters)

Week Sunny window Shady corner

Week 1 2 3

Week 2 6 8

Week 3 11 13

Week 4 17 16

Leaf color in week 4 dark green pale green

1. How tall was the sunny plant in week 4? 17 cm

2. In week 3, how much taller was the shady plant? 2 cm

3. Which plant had dark green leaves? shady sunny

4.
The plants had the same 
parents. What caused the 
difference in leaf color?

their parents the light the water

5. The shady plant grew tall and thin, stretching toward light. Is a trait like 
this inherited, or changed by the environment? Explain.
Changed by the environment. Both seeds had the same parents, but the 
shady plant got less light.

Plants grown in low light often grow tall, thin and pale for a while as they stretch toward light.
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