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Bats Make Great Neighbors
Read the text. Think about what the author thinks about bats. Level 2 · 316 words

1 Many people think bats are creepy. In scary stories, bats swoop out of dark caves on 
spooky nights. But I think bats have been treated unfairly. In real life, bats are some 
of the most helpful animals around, and we should be glad to have them as 
neighbors. Bats are mammals, just like dogs and people. They are the only mammals 
that can truly fly.

2 First of all, many bats eat insects. When the sun goes down, these bats fly out to 
hunt. One bat can catch a huge number of insects in just one night, including 
mosquitoes and moths. Some of those insects are pests that eat crops. By gobbling 
them up, bats help farmers grow the food we eat.

3 Bats help plants in other ways, too. In warm parts of the world, some bats drink 
nectar, the sweet juice inside flowers. As they fly from flower to flower, they carry 
pollen, just as bees do. This helps the plants make fruit and seeds. Other bats eat 
fruit and drop the seeds far away, where new plants can grow.

4 Bats also have some amazing skills. Bats are not blind, but many of them hunt in the 
dark by using sound. They make high squeaks and listen for the echoes that bounce 
back. The echoes tell them where things are. And no, a bat will not get tangled in 
your hair. Bats are much too good at flying for that!

5 So what can we do to help bats? Some families hang wooden bat houses on poles or 
the sides of buildings to give bats a safe place to rest. Planting flowers that bloom at 
night brings moths, which bats love to eat. The best thing anyone can do is leave bats 
alone. If you ever see a bat on the ground, do not touch it. Tell a grown-up instead. 
Bats deserve our thanks, not our fear.
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Name Date

Bats Make Great Neighbors: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is the author’s point of view about bats?

a. Bats are creepy and should be kept away.
b. Bats are helpful and we should be glad to have them.
c. Bats are only good for scary stories.

2 Which sentence from paragraph 1 tells the author’s point of view?

a. Many people think bats are creepy.
b. In scary stories, bats swoop out of dark caves.
c. But I think bats have been treated unfairly.

3 Which reason does the author give to support this point of view?

a. Bats eat insects that harm crops.
b. Bats live in dark caves.
c. Bats fly out when the sun goes down.

4 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “the sweet juice inside flowers.”

5 The author thinks people should pick up bats they find on the 
ground.

true false

6 Do you agree with the author? Tell your own point of view about bats and give one 
reason from the text or your own life.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Bats Make Great Neighbors: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is the author’s point of view about bats?

a. Bats are creepy and should be kept away.
b. Bats are helpful and we should be glad to have them.
c. Bats are only good for scary stories.

2 Which sentence from paragraph 1 tells the author’s point of view?

a. Many people think bats are creepy.
b. In scary stories, bats swoop out of dark caves.
c. But I think bats have been treated unfairly.

3 Which reason does the author give to support this point of view?

a. Bats eat insects that harm crops.
b. Bats live in dark caves.
c. Bats fly out when the sun goes down.

4 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “the sweet juice inside flowers.”

nectar

5 The author thinks people should pick up bats they find on the 
ground.

true false

6 Do you agree with the author? Tell your own point of view about bats and give one 
reason from the text or your own life.

I agree. Bats help farmers by eating insects that harm crops.
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