Name Date

The New House

Read the story. Think about who is telling it. Level 2 - 302 words

1 I stared out the car window and watched our old street get smaller and smaller.
Moving to a new town was the worst idea my parents had ever had. I was leaving
behind my best friend, my school, and the big oak tree I had climbed a hundred
times. My best friend, Jada, had made me a friendship bracelet, and I twisted it
around my wrist the whole ride.

2 My little brother, Kwame, did not feel the same way at all. He bounced in his seat
and pressed his nose against the glass. “Do you think our new house has a
basement? Do you think there are kids next door?” he asked about fifty times.
Mom just laughed.

3 When we finally pulled into the driveway, I crossed my arms. Mom and Dad
hopped out and started carrying boxes up the steps. The new house was yellow,
with a squeaky swing on the porch. Kwame jumped out and ran straight to the
backyard without even closing his door. “Amara, come look!” he shouted. I did not
want to look. I wanted to go home, to my real home.

4 But Kwame kept shouting, so at last I dragged my feet around the side of the
house. There, in the middle of the yard, stood a tree even bigger than my old oak.
Its branches reached out low and wide, just right for climbing.

5 Then I heard a voice from over the fence. “That’s the best climbing tree on the
whole street,” said a girl with two puffy braids. “I'm Lucy. I live next door.” She
held up a bag. “Want to share some grapes up there?”

6 I looked at the tree. I looked at Lucy. Then, for the first time all day, I smiled.
Maybe this town would not be so bad after all.
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Name Date

The New House: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Who is telling this story?

a. Amara
b. Kwame
c. anarrator outside the story

@ Write two clue words from paragraph 1 that show the story is told in first
person.

@ How does Amara feel about moving at the

start of the story? excited upset sleepy

@ How is Kwame’s point of view about moving different from Amara’s?

a. Kwame and Amara are both excited.
b. Kwame is scared, but Amara is happy.
c. Kwame is excited, but Amara is unhappy.

@ What helps Amara change her mind?

a. Kwame gives her a bag of grapes.
b. She finds a great climbing tree and meets Lucy.
c. Her best friend comes to visit.

@ Amara thinks moving is the worst idea ever. Do you agree? Tell your own point
of view and give a reason.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The New House: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.
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Who is telling this story?

a. Amara

b. Kwame
c. anarrator outside the story

Write two clue words from paragraph 1 that show the story is told in first
person.

any two: I, my, our, me

How does Amara feel about moving at the
start of the story?

excited sleepy

How is Kwame’s point of view about moving different from Amara’s?

a. Kwame and Amara are both excited.
b. Kwame is scared, but Amara is happy.
(c. Kwame is excited, but Amara is unhappy.)

What helps Amara change her mind?

a. Kwame gives her a bag of grapes.
(b. She finds a great climbing tree and meets Lucy.)
c. Her best friend comes to visit.

Amara thinks moving is the worst idea ever. Do you agree? Tell your own point
of view and give a reason.

I do not agree. Moving can be fun because you can make new friends.
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