
Name Date

Possessive Nouns
A chart to read together and keep.

A possessive noun shows who or what owns 
something. It uses an apostrophe ( ’ ).

One Owner

Add ’s:
the girl’s bike
the dog’s bone
Grandpa’s glasses
the tree’s leaves

Plural Ending in s

Add only an apostrophe ’:
the girls’ bikes
the dogs’ bones
the birds’ nests
my parents’ car

Plural Not Ending in s

Add ’s:
the children’s toys
the men’s coats
the women’s team
the mice’s cheese

Plural or Possessive?

dogs = more than one dog (no 
owner)
dog’s = owned by one dog
dogs’ = owned by more than one 
dog
Ask: Does the noun own 
something?

Try it

Write a sentence about something that belongs to a friend. Use ’s.
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