
Name Date

How Bats Find Food
Read the text. Level 1 · 237 words

1 When the sun goes down, many bats wake up and fly out to hunt. Bats are 
the only mammals that can truly fly. During the day, most bats sleep in 
caves, hollow trees, or old buildings, often hanging upside down. But how do 
they find tiny insects in the dark?

2 Many bats use their ears to “see.” As a bat flies, it makes short, high 
squeaks and clicks. Most of these sounds are too high for people to hear.

3 The sounds travel through the air. When they hit something, like a moth, 
they bounce back to the bat. A sound that bounces back is called an echo.

4 The bat listens to the echoes. They tell the bat where the moth is, how big it 
is, and which way it is flying. Finding things by listening to echoes is called 
echolocation (EK-oh-loh-KAY-shun). A bat can do all of this in a split 
second, so it can catch insects right out of the air.

5 Some people say that bats are blind, but that is not true. Bats can see. Many 
bats that eat fruit find their food mostly with their eyes and their strong 
sense of smell.

6 Bats are helpful to people. One bat can eat hundreds of insects in a single 
night, including mosquitoes and bugs that harm farm crops. So the next time 
you see a bat at dusk, you can thank it for its hard work!
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Name Date

How Bats Find Food: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is this text mostly about?

a. how bats find food b. where bats sleep c. how to build a bat house

2 What is an echo?

a. a bat’s squeak b. a sound that bounces back c. a bat’s food

3 Some bats find fruit with their eyes and their sense of smell. true false

4 How does a bat catch a moth? Number the steps in order.

The bat listens to the echo.

The bat catches the moth.

The sound hits a moth.

The echo bounces back to the bat.

The bat makes a high squeak.

5 Reread paragraph 4. What does “in a split second” mean?

in two parts very slowly very quickly

6 Why are bats helpful to people? Use details from paragraph 6.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How Bats Find Food: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is this text mostly about?

a. how bats find food b. where bats sleep c. how to build a bat house

2 What is an echo?

a. a bat’s squeak b. a sound that bounces back c. a bat’s food

3 Some bats find fruit with their eyes and their sense of smell. true false

4 How does a bat catch a moth? Number the steps in order.

4 The bat listens to the echo.

5 The bat catches the moth.

2 The sound hits a moth.

3 The echo bounces back to the bat.

1 The bat makes a high squeak.

5 Reread paragraph 4. What does “in a split second” mean?

in two parts very slowly very quickly

6 Why are bats helpful to people? Use details from paragraph 6.

Bats eat hundreds of insects in one night, like mosquitoes and bugs

that harm farm crops.
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