
Name Date

Listen to the Morning
Read the poem. Level 1 · 78 words

1 Listen.
The city is waking up.
A garbage truck groans down the street,
a dog barks twice,
and the bakery door goes jingle-jingle.

2 Listen.
The city is waking up.
Pigeons coo on the window ledge,
a bus sighs at the corner,
and someone whistles a happy song.

3 Listen.
The city is waking up.
Upstairs, Mrs. Lin’s radio hums.
Downstairs, the baby laughs.
In the kitchen, Papa sings off-key.

4 Listen.
The city is awake now,
and so am I.
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Name Date

Listen to the Morning: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 Which line is repeated in stanzas 1, 2, and 3?

a. and so am I. b. a dog barks twice, c. The city is waking up.

2 How is the last stanza different from the others?

a. It says the city is awake.
b. It is the longest.
c. It is about pets.

3 The poem is mostly about sounds the speaker hears. true false

4 In stanza 2, “a bus sighs at the corner.” What does this really mean?

a. The bus is sad. b. It makes a soft whoosh. c. The driver sings.

5 What does stanza 3 describe?

a. sounds at school b. sounds in the building c. sounds in a forest

6 Why do you think the poet begins every stanza with the word “Listen”?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Listen to the Morning: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 Which line is repeated in stanzas 1, 2, and 3?

a. and so am I. b. a dog barks twice, c. The city is waking up.

2 How is the last stanza different from the others?

a. It says the city is awake.
b. It is the longest.
c. It is about pets.

3 The poem is mostly about sounds the speaker hears. true false

4 In stanza 2, “a bus sighs at the corner.” What does this really mean?

a. The bus is sad. b. It makes a soft whoosh. c. The driver sings.

5 What does stanza 3 describe?

a. sounds at school b. sounds in the building c. sounds in a forest

6 Why do you think the poet begins every stanza with the word “Listen”?

The word makes the reader stop and pay attention to the sounds, just

like the speaker does.
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