Name Date

My Grandmother’s Hands

Read the poem.

Level 3 - 110 words

1T My grandmother’s hands
are soft and wrinkled,
like paper that has been folded

and unfolded
a thousand times.

2 Inthe morning,
her hands knead bread dough
on the kitchen table,
pushing, folding, turning,
until the whole house smells
like warm sunshine.

3 Inthe garden,
her hands pat the dirt
around the bean seeds,
gently,
the way she tucks me in at night.

4 When I was small
and scared of the thunder,
her hands held both of mine
and did not let go
until the storm rolled away.

5  Now my hands
are learning to knead and plant and hold.
Someday, I hope,
someone will say
my hands are just like hers.
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Name Date

My Grandmother’s Hands: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ How does the speaker feel about Grandmother?

a. loves and admires her b. is afraid of her c. is bored by her

Stanza 1 compares Grandmother’s hands to paper folded “a thousand times.” What
does this tell you about her hands?

a. They are paper. b. They have done a lot. c. They are new.

@ The lines of this poem rhyme at the end. true false

@ Find a word in stanza 2 that means “press and fold dough with your hands.”

@ What do stanzas 2, 3, and 4 have in common?
a. Each one takes place in the garden.

b. Each one tells about a storm.
c. Each one shows something Grandmother’s hands do.

@ What is the message of the poem? Use details from stanza 5.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

My Grandmother’s Hands: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ How does the speaker feel about Grandmother?

(a. loves and admires her)  b. is afraid of her c. is bored by her

Stanza 1 compares Grandmother’s hands to paper folded “a thousand times.” What
does this tell you about her hands?

a. They are paper.  (b. They have done a lot.)  c. They are new.

@ The lines of this poem rhyme at the end. true

@ Find a word in stanza 2 that means “press and fold dough with your hands.”

knead

@ What do stanzas 2, 3, and 4 have in common?

a. Each one takes place in the garden.
b. Each one tells about a storm.
(c. Each one shows something Grandmother’s hands do. )

@ What is the message of the poem? Use details from stanza 5.

The speaker is learning to do what Grandmother does and hopes to be

loving and helpful like her one day.
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