Name Date

Peanut’s Great Escape

Read the story.

Level 1 - 240 words

T On Friday, Aisha got to take Peanut, the class hamster, home for the
weekend. Ms. Bell handed her a list. “Fresh water every day. A spoonful of
food. And always, always close the latch on the cage door.”

2 “I will,” Aisha promised. She felt very grown-up.

3 That night, Aisha let Peanut run through a cardboard tunnel she had made.
Then she put him back in his cage and went to brush her teeth. She forgot all
about the latch.

4 On Saturday morning, the cage was empty. The little door was swinging
open. Aisha’s face went hot. “Peanut is gone!” she cried.

5 Her little brother, Zaid, rushed in to help. They looked under the bed, behind
the bookshelf, and inside every shoe. No Peanut.

6 Dad had an idea. “Hamsters like small, soft hiding places,” he said. “Let’s be
very quiet and listen.”

7 The whole family stood still. Then Aisha heard it: a tiny scratch, scratch,
scratch. It was coming from her sock drawer, which was open just a crack.
She slid it open slowly. There was Peanut, curled up asleep in her fuzzy
purple sock.

8 Aisha laughed so hard that tears came to her eyes. She gently put Peanut
back in his cage. Then she closed the latch and checked it twice.

9 On Monday, Aisha told the class what she had learned. “Taking care of a pet
is a big job,” she said. “You have to remember the little things, too.”
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Name Date

Peanut’s Great Escape: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Why did Peanut get out of his cage?

a. Zaid let him out. b. Aisha forgot the latch. c. He chewed a hole.

@ Aisha and Zaid found Peanut under the bed. true false

@ Reread paragraph 4. “Aisha’s face went sleepy proud worried
hot.” This shows that she felt

@ Find a word in paragraph 1 that names the part that locks the cage door.

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

: Aisha forgets to close the latch.

: Aisha finds Peanut in her sock drawer.
: Aisha tells the class what she learned.
: Aisha finds the cage empty.

: The family stands still and listens.

@ What did Aisha learn? Use details from paragraph 9 to explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Peanut’s Great Escape: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Why did Peanut get out of his cage?

a. Zaid let himout.  (b. Aisha forgot the latch.) c. He chewed a hole.

@ Aisha and Zaid found Peanut under the bed. true

Reread paragraph 4. “Aisha’s face went slee roud worried
@ hot.” This shows that she felt Py P
@ Find a word in paragraph 1 that names the part that locks the cage door.

latch

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

1 | Aisha forgets to close the latch.
L | Aisha finds Peanut in her sock drawer.
5 | Aisha tells the class what she learned.

2 | Aisha finds the cage empty.

3 | The family stands still and listens.

@ What did Aisha learn? Use details from paragraph 9 to explain.

Aisha learned that taking care of a pet is a big job. You have to

remember little things, like closing the latch.
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