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Rusty Squirrel’s Secret Acorns
Read the story. Level 3 · 418 words

1 At the edge of a great forest lived a squirrel named Rusty, who had the bushiest tail and 
the busiest paws in all the woods. Every autumn, while the leaves turned gold, Rusty 
gathered acorns from sunrise to sunset.

2 One crisp morning, Hazel Rabbit hopped up to him. “Rusty, a storm trampled the clover 
patch where I find my food. It’s crushed flat. Could you spare a few acorns for my little 
ones?”

3 Rusty clutched his acorns to his chest. “Gather your own,” he snapped. “These are 
mine.” Then he scampered off and buried his acorns one by one, here and there, all 
across the hillside, so that no one else could ever find them.

4 Later that week, Old Crow asked to share a single acorn, and Rusty turned him away, 
too. “Mine, mine, all mine,” he muttered as he dug hole after hole.

5 Each night, Rusty counted his buried acorns in his head. “Three hundred and twelve,” he 
whispered happily. “Enough for the whole winter, and all for me.”

6 Then winter came. Snow blanketed the forest, deep and soft and white. Rusty went 
looking for his acorns, but everything looked the same under the snow. Was this the spot 
by the crooked stump? Or was it the one near the stone wall? He dug and dug, but he 
found only cold, hard dirt. Day after day, his stomach grumbled louder.

7 One gray evening, cold and weak, Rusty came upon Hazel Rabbit’s burrow. He could 
smell dried clover and seeds inside. Rusty felt ashamed. How could he ask Hazel for help 
after the way he had treated her?

8 But Hazel had already spotted him. “Rusty! You look half frozen. Come in, come in!” She 
shared her dried clover and the seeds that Old Crow had brought her. Her three little 
rabbits snuggled close to keep him warm. Not once did Hazel mention the acorns.

9 “Why are you being so kind to me?” Rusty asked quietly. “I wasn’t kind to you.”

10 Hazel twitched her nose. “Winter is long,” she said, “and nobody gets through it alone.”

11 When spring arrived, something surprising happened. All across the hillside, tiny green 
shoots poked up from the ground. They were the acorns Rusty had buried and forgotten, 
sprouting into baby oak trees.

12 Rusty looked at the hillside and smiled. He finally understood what Hazel had meant. 
Someday, those little oaks would drop enough acorns for every animal in the forest. 
That fall, the very first acorns Rusty gathered went straight to Hazel’s door.
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Rusty Squirrel’s Secret Acorns: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Reread paragraph 3. Why did Rusty bury his acorns all across the hillside?

a. to keep them hidden b. to grow oak trees c. to share with Hazel

2 Find a word in paragraph 2 that means “stepped on and crushed.”

3 Hazel shared her food with Rusty in the winter. true false

4 Why couldn’t Rusty find his acorns in the winter?

a. Hazel dug them up. b. Old Crow ate them. c. Snow hid every spot.

5 Reread paragraph 7. Rusty “felt ashamed.” What does ashamed mean?

a. excited and proud b. tired and sleepy c. sorry and embarrassed

6 What is the central message of this fable?

a. Kindness helps everyone. b. Hide food well. c. Rabbits are smart.

7 How does Rusty change from the beginning of the story to the end? Use details 
from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Rusty Squirrel’s Secret Acorns: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Reread paragraph 3. Why did Rusty bury his acorns all across the hillside?

a. to keep them hidden b. to grow oak trees c. to share with Hazel

2 Find a word in paragraph 2 that means “stepped on and crushed.”

trampled

3 Hazel shared her food with Rusty in the winter. true false

4 Why couldn’t Rusty find his acorns in the winter?

a. Hazel dug them up. b. Old Crow ate them. c. Snow hid every spot.

5 Reread paragraph 7. Rusty “felt ashamed.” What does ashamed mean?

a. excited and proud b. tired and sleepy c. sorry and embarrassed

6 What is the central message of this fable?

a. Kindness helps everyone. b. Hide food well. c. Rabbits are smart.

7 How does Rusty change from the beginning of the story to the end? Use details 
from the text.

At the beginning, Rusty is selfish and will not share his acorns with

Hazel or Old Crow. At the end, he gives his first acorns to Hazel

because she was kind to him.
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