
Name Date

The Birdhouse Mistake
Read the story. Level 1 · 231 words

1 Owen loved to kick his soccer ball against the garage door. Thump, thump, 
thump! His mom always said, “Be careful near Mr. Okafor’s yard.”

2 One Saturday, Owen kicked the ball extra hard. It flew over the fence and 
hit the little blue birdhouse in Mr. Okafor’s apple tree. The birdhouse fell to 
the ground with a crack. One side broke right off.

3 Owen’s heart pounded. He looked around. Nobody had seen him. He could 
grab his ball, run inside, and no one would ever know.

4 But Owen remembered how Mr. Okafor sat on his porch every morning to 
watch the birds. He had built that birdhouse himself. Owen’s stomach felt 
heavy, as if he had swallowed a stone.

5 Owen walked slowly to Mr. Okafor’s door and knocked. “I broke your 
birdhouse,” he said in a small voice. “I’m really sorry. I kicked my ball too 
hard.”

6 Mr. Okafor was quiet for a moment. Then he nodded. “Thank you for telling 
me the truth, Owen. That took courage. Would you like to help me fix it?”

7 All afternoon, they worked in Mr. Okafor’s garage. Owen held the boards 
steady while Mr. Okafor hammered. Then Owen painted the new side bright 
yellow.

8 The next morning, Owen and Mr. Okafor sat on the porch together. A little 
brown wren hopped into the birdhouse. Owen grinned. Fixing his mistake felt 
much better than hiding it.
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Name Date

The Birdhouse Mistake: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Reread paragraph 4. What does “as if he had swallowed a stone” show?

He was hungry. He ate a rock. He felt bad.

2 Why did Mr. Okafor thank Owen?

a. He told the truth. b. He found his ball. c. He paid for it.

3 Owen painted the new side of the birdhouse yellow. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “being brave when something is hard.”

5 Number the events in the order they happened.

Owen kicks the ball over the fence.

A wren hops into the birdhouse.

The birdhouse falls and cracks.

Owen knocks on Mr. Okafor’s door.

Owen paints the new side yellow.

6 What kind of person is Owen? Use details from the story to explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Birdhouse Mistake: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Reread paragraph 4. What does “as if he had swallowed a stone” show?

He was hungry. He ate a rock. He felt bad.

2 Why did Mr. Okafor thank Owen?

a. He told the truth. b. He found his ball. c. He paid for it.

3 Owen painted the new side of the birdhouse yellow. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “being brave when something is hard.”

courage

5 Number the events in the order they happened.

1 Owen kicks the ball over the fence.

5 A wren hops into the birdhouse.

2 The birdhouse falls and cracks.

3 Owen knocks on Mr. Okafor’s door.

4 Owen paints the new side yellow.

6 What kind of person is Owen? Use details from the story to explain.

Owen is honest and brave. No one saw him break the birdhouse, but

he told Mr. Okafor the truth and helped fix it.
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