
Name Date

The Corner Garden
Read the story. Level 3 · 418 words

1 For as long as Marisol could remember, the empty lot on the corner of Maple Street had 
been an eyesore. Weeds grew as tall as her shoulders, and plastic bags flapped on the 
fence like ragged flags. “Somebody should do something about that lot,” Mama often 
said.

2 One day in April, Marisol decided that somebody could be her. She made a sign-up sheet 
that said “Help Build a Corner Garden!” and carried it door to door. Soon, eleven 
neighbors had signed, and the town agreed to let them use the lot.

3 Only one neighbor refused. Mr. Dunn, who lived right next to the lot, frowned at her 
paper. “A garden? You kids will plant a few seeds, get bored, and leave a bigger mess 
than before.” He shut the door firmly.

4 Marisol’s face burned. “He’s just a grump,” she told her friend Theo.

5 The neighbors went to work anyway. They hauled away trash, pulled weeds, and built 
four wooden boxes for planting. Marisol planted a row of small tomato plants and 
sprinkled water over their leaves every day after school.

6 But by June, her tomato plants looked miserable. They drooped toward the ground, and 
their leaves had yellow spots. She was doing everything right, wasn’t she?

7 One afternoon, Mr. Dunn’s shadow fell across the garden box. Marisol braced herself for 
another complaint.

8 Instead, he knelt beside her and gently lifted a droopy leaf. “You’re watering the 
leaves,” he said. “Tomatoes want water on their roots, early in the morning. And they 
need stakes to climb, or they’ll flop right over.”

9 Marisol stared at him. “How do you know so much about tomatoes?”

10 For the first time, Mr. Dunn smiled. “Years ago, my wife and I grew the best tomatoes on 
the whole block, right here on this corner,” he said. “When we got older, it was too much 
work, and the weeds took over. I didn’t think anyone else would care for it the way we 
did.”

11 The next morning, Mr. Dunn showed up with a bundle of wooden stakes. He showed 
Marisol how to tie each plant to its stake and how to water the soil, not the leaves. Week 
by week, the plants grew tall and strong.

12 By August, the plants were heavy with red tomatoes. The neighbors held a picnic in the 
garden, and Mr. Dunn told stories about the old days. Marisol handed him the first ripe 
tomato. “I was wrong about you,” she said. Mr. Dunn chuckled. “I was wrong about you, 
too.”

everyworksheet.com



Name Date

The Corner Garden: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Find a word in paragraph 1 that means “an ugly sight.”

2 Why did Mr. Dunn refuse to sign at first?

a. He wanted the lot. b. He hated tomatoes. c. He expected a mess.

3 Marisol’s plants drooped because she forgot to water them. true false

4 Reread paragraph 7. What does “Marisol braced herself” mean? She

a. held the fence b. got ready for unkind words c. asked for help

5 How did Mr. Dunn know so much about tomatoes?

a. He once grew them there. b. Theo told him. c. He read a book.

6 How does Mr. Dunn change from the beginning to the end of the story? Use 
details from the text.

7 Which word best describes Marisol? lazy determined shy
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Corner Garden: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Find a word in paragraph 1 that means “an ugly sight.”

eyesore

2 Why did Mr. Dunn refuse to sign at first?

a. He wanted the lot. b. He hated tomatoes. c. He expected a mess.

3 Marisol’s plants drooped because she forgot to water them. true false

4 Reread paragraph 7. What does “Marisol braced herself” mean? She

a. held the fence b. got ready for unkind words c. asked for help

5 How did Mr. Dunn know so much about tomatoes?

a. He once grew them there. b. Theo told him. c. He read a book.

6 How does Mr. Dunn change from the beginning to the end of the story? Use 
details from the text.

At first Mr. Dunn is grumpy and will not help. Later he teaches

Marisol how to care for the tomatoes, and at the picnic he smiles and

tells stories.

7 Which word best describes Marisol? lazy determined shy
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