
Name Date

The Honeybee Dance
Read the text. Level 2 · 315 words

1 A honeybee buzzes from flower to flower, sipping sweet nectar. Nectar is a sweet 
liquid inside flowers, and bees turn it into honey. This bee has found a great patch of 
flowers! But how can she tell the other bees in her hive where it is? She cannot talk, 
and she cannot draw a map. Instead, she dances.

2 A honeybee hive can hold thousands of bees. The bees that fly out to search for food 
are called foragers. When a forager finds a good patch of flowers, she flies back to 
the hive. There, on the honeycomb, she begins her dance.

3 If the flowers are close to the hive, the bee dances around and around in small 
circles. This tells the other bees, “Food is near! Look close by.”

4 If the flowers are farther away, the bee does a waggle dance. She walks in a straight 
line while shaking, or waggling, her body from side to side. Then she circles back and 
does it again, over and over.

5 The waggle dance gives two important clues. First, the direction of the straight line 
shows which way to fly, compared with the sun. Second, the length of the waggle 
tells how far away the flowers are. A longer waggle means the flowers are farther 
away.

6 It is dark inside the hive, so the other bees cannot easily watch the dance. Instead, 
they crowd close and follow the dancer. They feel her movements with their 
antennae. They also smell the flowers on her body, so they know what kind of flower 
to look for.

7 Then the other bees fly off to find the flowers. When they come back with more 
nectar, some of them dance, too. Soon, many bees know where the food is. Dancing 
helps the whole hive gather enough nectar to make honey. Scientists watched 
honeybees for many years to figure out what their dances mean.

everyworksheet.com



Name Date

The Honeybee Dance: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is the main idea of this text?

a. Honeybees sting to protect their hive.
b. Honeybees sleep inside the honeycomb.
c. Honeybees dance to tell other bees where food is.

2 Find a word in paragraph 2 that names the bees that search for food.

3 What does a bee do when the flowers are close to the hive?

a. dances in circles b. does a waggle dance c. stays home

4 Reread paragraph 6. Why do the other bees feel the dance with their antennae?

a. The dancer is far away. b. The hive is dark. c. They are busy.

5 Paragraph 5 says the waggle dance gives two clues. What are they?

6 How does dancing help the whole hive? Use details from paragraph 7.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Honeybee Dance: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is the main idea of this text?

a. Honeybees sting to protect their hive.
b. Honeybees sleep inside the honeycomb.
c. Honeybees dance to tell other bees where food is.

2 Find a word in paragraph 2 that names the bees that search for food.

foragers

3 What does a bee do when the flowers are close to the hive?

a. dances in circles b. does a waggle dance c. stays home

4 Reread paragraph 6. Why do the other bees feel the dance with their antennae?

a. The dancer is far away. b. The hive is dark. c. They are busy.

5 Paragraph 5 says the waggle dance gives two clues. What are they?

The direction of the straight line shows which way to fly, and the length

of the waggle shows how far away the flowers are.

6 How does dancing help the whole hive? Use details from paragraph 7.

Soon many bees know where the food is, so the hive can gather enough

nectar to make honey.
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