
Name Date

The Night Before the Field Trip
Read the poem. Level 2 · 135 words

1 The lights are out, the house is still,
the moon is resting on my sill,
but I am wide awake in bed:
a hundred thoughts zoom through my head.

2 Tomorrow is our field trip day.
We’re riding to the zoo! Hooray!
I’ll see a lion, hear it roar,
and penguins waddling on the shore.

3 My stomach’s full of butterflies.
They flutter, flip, and float, then rise.
My feet are dancing under sheets.
My heart is drumming happy beats.

4 I’ll close my eyes. I’ll count some sheep.
I’ll tell myself to fall asleep.
Oh, morning, please, don’t take all night!
I’m ready for the sun’s first light.

5 And then... I blink. The sun is here!
My mom is calling, loud and clear.
I must have slept the whole night through.
Now, hurry, bus! Let’s go! Woo-hoo!
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Name Date

The Night Before the Field Trip: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 How does the speaker feel the night before the 
trip?

bored excited angry

2 In stanza 3, “My stomach’s full of butterflies” means that the speaker

a. is nervous and excited b. ate butterflies c. has a stomachache

3 Which stanza tells where the class is going?

stanza 2 stanza 1 stanza 4

4 Find the word in stanza 2 that rhymes with roar.

5 In the last stanza, the speaker is still awake in bed at night. true false

6 What happens between stanza 4 and stanza 5?

a. The bus breaks. b. Mom reads a book. c. The speaker sleeps.

7 Choose another line in stanza 3 that is not meant word for word. What does it 
really mean?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Night Before the Field Trip: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 How does the speaker feel the night before the 
trip?

bored excited angry

2 In stanza 3, “My stomach’s full of butterflies” means that the speaker

a. is nervous and excited b. ate butterflies c. has a stomachache

3 Which stanza tells where the class is going?

stanza 2 stanza 1 stanza 4

4 Find the word in stanza 2 that rhymes with roar.

shore

5 In the last stanza, the speaker is still awake in bed at night. true false

6 What happens between stanza 4 and stanza 5?

a. The bus breaks. b. Mom reads a book. c. The speaker sleeps.

7 Choose another line in stanza 3 that is not meant word for word. What does it 
really mean?

“My heart is drumming happy beats” means the speaker’s heart is

beating fast with happy excitement.
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