
Name Date

The Science Fair Partners
Read the story. Level 2 · 311 words

1 When Mr. Dawson said, “Caleb, you will work with Keiko,” Caleb groaned to himself. 
Keiko hardly ever talked in class. How could she help him win a ribbon at the science 
fair?

2 At their first meeting, Caleb did all the talking. “We’ll build a volcano,” he said. “I’ll 
mix the baking soda and vinegar, and you can paint the mountain.” Keiko opened her 
mouth to answer, but Caleb was already drawing his plan.

3 The volcano went wrong from the start. The clay mountain cracked. The “lava” 
fizzed out of the sides instead of the top. On Thursday, Caleb stared at the soggy 
mess and felt like giving up. The fair was only eight days away.

4 Keiko slid her notebook across the table. “I have another idea,” she said quietly. “I 
wondered if bean plants grow better in a sunny window or in a dark closet. I already 
planted some seeds, just to see.”

5 Caleb flipped through her notebook. Every page had neat drawings of bean sprouts, 
with dates and measurements in tiny numbers. Keiko had been doing real science the 
whole time, and he had never once asked what she thought.

6 “This is way better than my volcano,” Caleb admitted. His cheeks turned pink. “I’m 
sorry I didn’t listen.”

7 Keiko smiled. “Your drawings are better than mine. Can you make our chart?”

8 For the next week, they worked as a real team. Keiko measured the plants every 
afternoon. Caleb turned her numbers into a bright bar graph. The plants in the sunny 
window were green and strong. The plants in the closet were pale, yellow, and 
floppy.

9 At the fair, they did not win first place. They won a green ribbon for Best Notebook 
instead. Caleb did not mind one bit. He had learned something even more important 
than how plants grow: a good partner listens as much as he talks.
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Name Date

The Science Fair Partners: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Reread paragraph 1. Why did Caleb groan?

a. He disliked science. b. He felt sick. c. Keiko seemed too quiet.

2 What made Caleb change his mind about Keiko?

a. He saw her notes. b. Mr. Dawson told him. c. His volcano worked.

3 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “said something was true, even though it 
was hard to say.”

4 Number the events in the order they happened.

Keiko shows Caleb her notebook.

Caleb plans a volcano by himself.

Caleb and Keiko win a green ribbon.

The volcano cracks and fizzes out the sides.

5 Which sentence best tells the lesson of the story?

a. Volcanoes are best. b. Good partners listen. c. Always win first.

6 How is Caleb different at the end of the story than at the beginning? Use details 
from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Science Fair Partners: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Reread paragraph 1. Why did Caleb groan?

a. He disliked science. b. He felt sick. c. Keiko seemed too quiet.

2 What made Caleb change his mind about Keiko?

a. He saw her notes. b. Mr. Dawson told him. c. His volcano worked.

3 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “said something was true, even though it 
was hard to say.”

admitted

4 Number the events in the order they happened.

3 Keiko shows Caleb her notebook.

1 Caleb plans a volcano by himself.

4 Caleb and Keiko win a green ribbon.

2 The volcano cracks and fizzes out the sides.

5 Which sentence best tells the lesson of the story?

a. Volcanoes are best. b. Good partners listen. c. Always win first.

6 How is Caleb different at the end of the story than at the beginning? Use details 
from the text.

At the beginning, Caleb did all the talking and did not listen to Keiko.

At the end, he says sorry, listens, and works with her as a team.
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