Name Date

What Does a Town Council Do?

Read the text. Level 3 - 394 words

T Who decides where a new playground goes, or when the town pool opens for the
summer? In many towns, choices like these are made by a group of people called the
town council.

Who Is on the Council?

2 Council members are people who live in the town. They are chosen by the town’s voters
in an election. Members serve for a set number of years. Then there is another election,
and the voters choose again. A small town may have only a few council members, while a
big city may have many more. In many towns, the mayor works closely with the council.

Making Local Laws

3 One job of the council is to make local laws. These are rules for just that town. A council
might decide how fast cars may drive on a neighborhood street, whether dogs must be
on a leash in the park, or what time the park closes at night. Before a new law is passed,
council members talk about it, listen to ideas from the town, and vote.

Deciding How to Spend Money

4 A town collects money from the people and businesses there. Much of this money comes
from taxes. It helps pay for things people use every day, such as parks, libraries, and
street lights. The council decides how to spend it. Should the town fix bumpy roads, buy
a new fire truck, or keep the library open later? There is never enough money for
everything, so council members must make hard choices. Their plan for spending the
money is called a budget.

Listening to the Community

5  Town council meetings are open to the public. That means anyone may come and watch.
At most meetings, there is a time when people from the town can stand up and speak.
They might share an idea, ask a question, or explain a problem. Sometimes the council
holds a special meeting just to hear what people think about a big plan, such as building
a new park.

6  After the council members listen and talk it over, they vote. Usually, an idea needs votes
from more than half of the members to pass.

7 Kids can take part, too! For example, students who think their school needs a crosswalk
could write letters to the council. They could also go to a meeting with a grown-up and
speak during the time for the public.
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Name Date

Questions: What Does a Town Council Do?

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is the main idea of the whole text?

a. Kids should write letters to the mayor.
b. Every town needs a new playground.
c. A town council makes choices and rules that help a town run.

@ The section “Deciding How to Spend Money” is mostly about

a. fire trucks b. library hours c. the town’s budget

@ Which one is an example of a local law?

a. Meetings are at night. b. Dogs need leashes. c. Kids send letters.

@ Find a word in paragraph 4 that names a plan for spending money.

@ Only council members may come to council meetings. true false
@ Why do council members have to make hard choices about money?
a. They can’t buy it all. b. No one pays taxes. c. They can’t vote.

Suppose your school needs a crosswalk. Use details from the text to tell two things
you could do.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Questions: What Does a Town Council Do?

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is the main idea of the whole text?

a. Kids should write letters to the mayor.
b. Every town needs a new playground.
(c. A town council makes choices and rules that help a town run.)

@ The section “Deciding How to Spend Money” is mostly about

a. fire trucks  b. library hours  (c. the town’s budget)

@ Which one is an example of a local law?

a. Meetings are at night.  (b. Dogs need leashes.)  c. Kids send letters.

@ Find a word in paragraph 4 that names a plan for spending money.

budget

@ Only council members may come to council meetings. true

@ Why do council members have to make hard choices about money?

(a. They can’t buyitall.) b. No one pays taxes. c. They can’t vote.

Suppose your school needs a crosswalk. Use details from the text to tell two things
you could do.

I could write a letter to the town council. I could also go to a meeting

with a grown-up and speak during the time for the public.
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