
Name Date

Why Leaves Change Color
Read the text. Level 1 · 230 words

1 In summer, most tree leaves are green. Then fall comes, and many leaves turn 
yellow, orange, and red. Why does this happen?

2 A leaf is like a tiny food factory. It uses sunlight, water, and air to make food 
for the tree. To do this job, a leaf needs a green material called chlorophyll 
(KLOR-uh-fill). A leaf has so much chlorophyll that it looks green.

3 But green is not the only color in a leaf. Many leaves have yellow and orange 
colors inside them all summer long. We cannot see those colors, because the 
green covers them up.

4 In fall, the days get shorter and cooler. With less sunlight, the tree gets ready 
to rest for the winter. It stops making chlorophyll, and the green color fades 
away. Now the yellow and orange colors that were hiding can finally show!

5 Some trees, like many kinds of maples, also make bright red colors in the fall. 
These red colors are new. They were not hiding in the leaf all summer.

6 Soon the leaves dry up and turn brown. They drop to the ground, where they 
slowly break down and help make the soil rich. The tree rests all winter. In 
spring, new green leaves grow, and they start making food again.

7 Not every tree loses its leaves in the fall. Pine trees and other evergreens keep 
their green needles all year.
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Name Date

Why Leaves Change Color: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What does chlorophyll help a leaf do?

make food fall off stay warm

2 Why can’t we see the yellow and orange colors in summer?

a. They aren’t there yet. b. Green covers them. c. Summer is too hot.

3 What happens to a leaf in the fall? Number the steps in order.

The leaf dries up and falls.

The days get shorter and cooler.

Yellow and orange colors show.

The tree stops making chlorophyll.

4 The red colors in maple leaves were hiding in the leaf all 
summer.

true false

5 Find a word in paragraph 7 that names trees that stay green all year.

6 Why does paragraph 2 call a leaf “a tiny food factory”?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Why Leaves Change Color: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What does chlorophyll help a leaf do?

make food fall off stay warm

2 Why can’t we see the yellow and orange colors in summer?

a. They aren’t there yet. b. Green covers them. c. Summer is too hot.

3 What happens to a leaf in the fall? Number the steps in order.

4 The leaf dries up and falls.

1 The days get shorter and cooler.

3 Yellow and orange colors show.

2 The tree stops making chlorophyll.

4 The red colors in maple leaves were hiding in the leaf all 
summer.

true false

5 Find a word in paragraph 7 that names trees that stay green all year.

evergreens

6 Why does paragraph 2 call a leaf “a tiny food factory”?

A factory makes things, and a leaf makes food for the tree from

sunlight, water, and air.
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