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Willa and the Wide River
Read the story. Level 2 · 331 words

1 Every morning, Willa Wren watched her family fly across the wide river to the 
blackberry bushes on the other side. Every morning, Willa stayed behind on her 
branch. The river was so wide, and her wings felt so small.

2 “Come with us!” her brother Tik called. “The berries are sweet and juicy!”

3 “Tomorrow,” Willa chirped. But when tomorrow came, she said “tomorrow” again. 
Tik flew off with the others, and Willa watched until they were tiny specks above 
the water. She told herself that she didn’t even like blackberries. But that wasn’t 
true.

4 One afternoon, Willa sat at the river’s edge, feeling gloomy. Old Turtle was 
sunning himself on a flat rock nearby. “What’s wrong, little one?” he asked.

5 “I can’t fly all the way across,” Willa sighed. “What if my wings get tired in the 
middle?”

6 Old Turtle blinked slowly. “Who said you have to fly all the way across today? Do 
you see those cattails near the shore? Start there.”

7 Willa flew to the cattails. It was easy! The next day, she flew a little farther, to a 
fallen log. The day after that, she reached Old Turtle’s rock in the middle of the 
river. Her wings ached a little, but her heart felt light. She rested there and 
caught her breath while Turtle told her stories about the river.

8 “Now,” said Old Turtle, “the other side is no farther from this rock than the 
cattails were from your branch.”

9 Willa looked. He was right! She took a deep breath, spread her wings, and flew. 
The wind ruffled her feathers, and the water sparkled far below. Before she knew 
it, her feet touched the blackberry bushes. Tik cheered so loudly that a frog 
plopped into the water.

10 From then on, Willa crossed the river every day. When a young sparrow named Bit 
told her that he was afraid to try, Willa knew just what to say. “You don’t have to 
do it all at once. Start with the cattails.”
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Name Date

Willa and the Wide River: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why did Willa stay on her branch every morning?

a. She was not hungry. b. Tik told her to stay. c. She was afraid.

2 Reread paragraph 3. What does Willa’s answer, “Tomorrow,” show about her?

a. She’ll surely go. b. She puts off trying. c. She is too busy.

3 Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “feeling sad and low.”

4 Number the places in the order Willa reached them.

Old Turtle’s rock

a fallen log

the blackberry bushes

the cattails

5 What is the lesson of this story?

a. Take one step at a time. b. Turtles are wise. c. Never leave home.

6 How do you know that Willa learned the lesson? Use details from paragraph 10.

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

Willa and the Wide River: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why did Willa stay on her branch every morning?

a. She was not hungry. b. Tik told her to stay. c. She was afraid.

2 Reread paragraph 3. What does Willa’s answer, “Tomorrow,” show about her?

a. She’ll surely go. b. She puts off trying. c. She is too busy.

3 Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “feeling sad and low.”

gloomy

4 Number the places in the order Willa reached them.

3 Old Turtle’s rock

2 a fallen log

4 the blackberry bushes

1 the cattails

5 What is the lesson of this story?

a. Take one step at a time. b. Turtles are wise. c. Never leave home.

6 How do you know that Willa learned the lesson? Use details from paragraph 10.

Willa crosses the river every day, and she tells Bit the sparrow not

to do it all at once but to start with the cattails.
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