
Name Date

From Egg to Frog
Read the text. Level 2 · 309 words

1 A frog does not look like a frog when it begins its life. In fact, a young frog looks 
more like a tiny fish! A frog’s body changes again and again as it grows. These 
changes make up its life cycle.

Eggs
2 Many frogs start life as eggs in water. A mother frog lays many eggs at one time, 

often hundreds or even thousands. The eggs are covered in clear jelly that keeps 
them wet and safe. Floating together, they look like a clump of tiny dots in a 
bubble. Inside each egg, a tiny black dot slowly grows. That dot is the beginning of 
a new frog.

Tadpoles
3 After a few days or weeks, the eggs hatch. Out come tadpoles! A tadpole has a 

long tail for swimming but no legs. It breathes underwater with gills, just like a 
fish. Tadpoles spend their days eating tiny plantlike living things called algae and 
growing bigger. Tadpoles must also watch out for hungry fish and birds, so many 
of them hide among water plants.

4 Soon, the tadpole begins to change. First, two back legs grow. Next, two front legs 
pop out. Then the tail gets shorter and shorter, and the tadpole grows lungs so it 
can breathe air.

Froglets and Frogs
5 Now the young animal is called a froglet. It looks like a small frog with a stubby 

tail. It climbs out of the water to breathe air. Before long, its tail is gone.

6 Finally, the froglet grows into an adult frog. Adult frogs eat insects, catching 
them with their long, sticky tongues. When a female frog is grown, she lays eggs in 
the water, and the life cycle begins again. For many kinds of frogs, the whole 
change from egg to frog takes a few months.

Life Cycle of a Frog: egg, tadpole, tadpole with legs, froglet, adult frog
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Name Date

From Egg to Frog: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Number the events from 1 to 4 in the order they happen.

Two back legs grow.

Eggs float in clear jelly.

Two front legs grow.

A tadpole hatches.

2 Which picture shows a tadpole?

3 A tadpole’s front legs grow before its back legs. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “short and thick.”

5 How does the box at the end help the reader?

a. It tells what frogs eat.
b. It lists the stages in order.
c. It explains gills.

6 How is a tadpole different from an adult frog? Give two differences from the 
text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

From Egg to Frog: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Number the events from 1 to 4 in the order they happen.

3 Two back legs grow.

1 Eggs float in clear jelly.

4 Two front legs grow.

2 A tadpole hatches.

2 Which picture shows a tadpole?

3 A tadpole’s front legs grow before its back legs. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “short and thick.”

stubby

5 How does the box at the end help the reader?

a. It tells what frogs eat.
b. It lists the stages in order.
c. It explains gills.

6 How is a tadpole different from an adult frog? Give two differences from the 
text.

A tadpole has a tail, has no legs, and breathes with gills. An adult

frog has four legs, has no tail, and breathes air with lungs.
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