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How the Oak Forest Grew
Read the story. Level 3 · 403 words

1 Long ago, there was only one oak tree in the whole valley. It stood on a hill, tall and 
wide, and every fall it dropped a carpet of acorns onto the ground. All the animals 
came to share them. Deer nibbled, turkeys pecked, and the mice carried a few home 
for their babies.

2 But Squirrel did not want to share. “These acorns fall closest to my nest,” she said, 
“so they should all be mine.” Every night, while the others slept, she carried acorns 
away in her mouth and hid them. She buried them under logs, beside streams, and in 
every soft patch of dirt she could find.

3 Soon the hill was bare. The deer, the turkeys, and the mice went hungry. “Where 
have all the acorns gone?” asked Old Turkey. Squirrel just flicked her tail and said 
nothing. Mouse looked at Squirrel’s round belly, but she did not say a word either.

4 When winter came, Squirrel went to dig up her treasure. But she had hidden so many 
acorns in so many places that she could not remember where most of them were. She 
dug and dug until her paws were sore. She found one here and two there, but most of 
them were lost under the snow. For the first time, Squirrel knew what it felt like to be 
hungry.

5 Shivering, she climbed the hill to the old oak. Under its branches she found Mouse, 
who held out a single acorn. “It’s the last one I have,” Mouse said. “You look 
hungrier than I am.” Squirrel’s ears drooped. She had taken everything, and still 
Mouse was willing to share with her.

6 “I’m sorry,” Squirrel whispered. “I wanted it all, and now no one has enough.”

7 The old oak rustled its branches. “Wait for spring,” it said.

8 When spring came, tiny green shoots poked up all over the valley: under logs, beside 
streams, and in every soft patch of dirt. The acorns Squirrel had forgotten had 
sprouted into young oak trees. In time, they grew into a whole forest, with enough 
acorns for every animal. That fall, Squirrel was the first to call the others to the 
feast. “Come and eat!” she called. “There is plenty for everyone.”

9 Squirrel never forgot the lesson. To this day, squirrels still bury acorns, and they still 
forget a few. That is how squirrels help plant new trees, giving back to the forest that 
feeds everyone.
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How the Oak Forest Grew: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is the central message of the story?

a. Hide your food well.
b. Sharing helps everyone.
c. It is best to live alone.

2 What does this story explain?

a. why squirrels bury acorns b. why deer eat grass c. why mice hide

3 Why couldn’t Squirrel find most of her acorns?

a. Mouse took them. b. The deer ate them. c. She hid too many.

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “hung down low.”

5 Number the events from 1 to 3 in the order they happen.

Young oak trees grew all over the valley.

Squirrel hid the acorns at night.

Squirrel could not find her acorns.

6 How does Mouse help Squirrel learn the lesson? Use details.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How the Oak Forest Grew: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is the central message of the story?

a. Hide your food well.
b. Sharing helps everyone.
c. It is best to live alone.

2 What does this story explain?

a. why squirrels bury acorns b. why deer eat grass c. why mice hide

3 Why couldn’t Squirrel find most of her acorns?

a. Mouse took them. b. The deer ate them. c. She hid too many.

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “hung down low.”

drooped

5 Number the events from 1 to 3 in the order they happen.

3 Young oak trees grew all over the valley.

1 Squirrel hid the acorns at night.

2 Squirrel could not find her acorns.

6 How does Mouse help Squirrel learn the lesson? Use details.

Mouse shares her last acorn even though Squirrel took everything.

This makes Squirrel feel sorry and see that sharing is better than being greedy.
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