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How to Read a Map
Read the text. Level 2 · 311 words

1 A map is a drawing of a place as if you were looking down on it from the sky. Maps 
can show a whole country, a city, or even just one room. To read a map, you need 
to know its parts.

The Title
2 Most maps have a title. The title tells what the map shows, such as “Maple Street 

Park” or “Our Classroom.” Always read the title first. It tells you what kind of 
information you will find on the map.

The Compass Rose
3 A compass rose is a symbol that shows directions. It is often drawn as a star with 

letters at its points. N stands for north, S for south, E for east, and W for west. On 
most maps, north points to the top of the page.

4 Some compass roses also show the directions in between. Northeast, or NE, is 
between north and east. Southwest, or SW, is between south and west.

The Map Key
5 Mapmakers use small pictures, called symbols, to stand for real things. A tiny tree 

might stand for a forest. A blue line might stand for a river. The map key, also 
called a legend, is a box that tells what each symbol means. Without the key, you 
might not know that a little tent stands for a campground.

The Scale
6 A map is much smaller than the real place. The scale is a line that helps you figure 

out real distances. For example, a scale might show that one inch on the map 
stands for one mile in real life. If two places are three inches apart on that map, 
they are about three miles apart. The scale helps travelers plan how far they will 
need to walk or drive.

7 Now you are ready to explore! Next time you see a map, look for its title, compass 
rose, map key, and scale.
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Name Date

How to Read a Map: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What does a compass rose show?

a. directions b. what symbols mean c. real distances

2 On most maps, north points to the top of the page. true false

3 Which direction is between south and west?

northeast southwest southeast

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “another name for a map key.”

5 On a map, one inch stands for one mile. Two towns are four inches apart on the 
map. About how far apart are they really?

one mile eight miles four miles

6 A map key tells which way is north. true false

7 Why is a map key important? Use details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How to Read a Map: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What does a compass rose show?

a. directions b. what symbols mean c. real distances

2 On most maps, north points to the top of the page. true false

3 Which direction is between south and west?

northeast southwest southeast

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “another name for a map key.”

legend

5 On a map, one inch stands for one mile. Two towns are four inches apart on the 
map. About how far apart are they really?

one mile eight miles four miles

6 A map key tells which way is north. true false

7 Why is a map key important? Use details from the text.

It tells what each symbol means. Without it, you might not know

that a little tent stands for a campground.
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