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Magnets Push and Pull
Read the text. Level 1 · 245 words

What Is a Magnet?
1 Have you ever stuck a drawing to the refrigerator with a magnet? A magnet 

is an object that can pull some things toward it without even touching them. 
This pull is a kind of force. A force is a push or a pull.

2 Magnets do not pull on everything. They pull on things that have iron in 
them, like nails and steel paper clips. They do not pull on wood, plastic, 
glass, or paper. Try it! Hold a magnet near a pencil. Nothing happens.

Two Ends, Two Poles
3 Every magnet has two ends called poles. One is the north pole, and the 

other is the south pole. When you hold the north pole of one magnet near 
the south pole of another, the magnets pull together. Click! They stick. 
When you hold two north poles together, the magnets push apart. Two 
south poles push apart too.

Remember: Opposite poles pull together. Poles that are the same push 
apart.

Through and Through
4 A magnet’s pull can even work through some things. Put a paper clip on top 

of a sheet of paper. Move a magnet under the paper. The paper clip will 
slide along as if by magic! But it is not magic. The magnet’s force passes 
right through the thin paper.

5 People use magnets every day. Magnets keep some cabinet doors closed and 
hold notes on refrigerators. At recycling centers, big magnets help pull steel 
cans out of the other trash.
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Magnets Push and Pull: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is a force?

a. a kind of metal b. the end of a magnet c. a push or a pull

2 A magnet will pull a wooden pencil toward it. true false

3 What happens when two north poles are held close together?

a. They push apart.
b. They pull together.
c. They stick with a click.

4 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “the two ends of a magnet.”

5 Reread paragraph 4. Why does the paper clip move?

a. The paper pulls on the paper clip.
b. The magnet’s force passes through the paper.
c. The wind blows the paper clip.

6 Look at the box. What happens when you hold a north pole near a south pole? 
Explain why, using details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Magnets Push and Pull: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is a force?

a. a kind of metal b. the end of a magnet c. a push or a pull

2 A magnet will pull a wooden pencil toward it. true false

3 What happens when two north poles are held close together?

a. They push apart.
b. They pull together.
c. They stick with a click.

4 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “the two ends of a magnet.”

poles

5 Reread paragraph 4. Why does the paper clip move?

a. The paper pulls on the paper clip.
b. The magnet’s force passes through the paper.
c. The wind blows the paper clip.

6 Look at the box. What happens when you hold a north pole near a south pole? 
Explain why, using details from the text.

They pull together and stick, because opposite poles pull together.
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