Name Date

School Long Ago and Today

Read both texts. Level 3 - 400 words

Text 1: A One-Room School

T More than one hundred years ago, many children in the United States went to school in
a single room. These one-room schoolhouses were common in small farm towns.
Children of many ages, from little ones learning their letters to big kids almost grown,
learned together with one teacher. The teacher taught every subject to every student,
from reading and spelling to arithmetic and history.

2 Most students walked to school, sometimes for miles. In winter, a woodstove kept the
room warm. Older students often carried in wood or water before class began. In many
farm towns, the school year was shorter than it is today, because children were needed
at home to help plant and harvest crops.

3 Paper cost a lot back then, so students practiced writing and arithmetic on small slates,
which were like tiny chalkboards. They read from the few books the school had. The
teacher called up one group at a time to recite lessons while the others worked quietly.
Older students often helped the younger ones.

L Students sat at wooden desks, sometimes two to a desk. Many desks had a small hole on
top to hold a bottle of ink, because older students wrote with pens that they dipped in
ink.

5 Students carried lunch from home in a metal pail. At recess, they played games like tag
and jump rope in the schoolyard. When recess was over, the teacher rang a hand bell to
call everyone back inside.

Text 2: A School Today

6 Today, most schools have many classrooms. Students are usually grouped by age, so
most children in a class are in the same grade. Many students ride a bus or a car to
school, though some still walk or ride bikes. Besides their classroom teacher, students
may also learn from an art teacher, a music teacher, and a gym teacher.

7 Classrooms today are heated by furnaces, and many are cooled by air conditioners.
Students write on paper and use computers or tablets to read, write, and find
information. Most schools have a library filled with books, and a librarian who helps
students find just the right one.

8 Many schools serve lunch in a cafeteria. At recess, students still play tag and jump rope,
along with games like soccer and basketball. Some things about school have changed a
lot, but children still come to school to learn, play, and make friends.
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Name Date

School Long Ago and Today: Questions

Answer the questions about both texts.

@ What is the most important point of Text 1?7

a. Students played tag at recess.
b. Slates were like tiny chalkboards.
c. Long ago, many children learned together in one room with one teacher.

@ What is the most important point of Text 27

a. Some children still walk to school.
b. Schools today have many classrooms, grades, and tools for learning.
c. Lunch is served in a cafeteria.

In a one-room school, children of different ages learned true false
together.

@ Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “to say a lesson out loud for the teacher.”

@ Which detail is the SAME in both texts?

a. A woodstove heats the room.
b. Students use computers.
c. Children play tag and jump rope at recess.

Name one way school long ago was different from school today. Use details from
both texts.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

School Long Ago and Today: Questions

Answer the questions about both texts.

@ What is the most important point of Text 1?7

a. Students played tag at recess.
b. Slates were like tiny chalkboards.
(c. Long ago, many children learned together in one room with one teacher.)

@ What is the most important point of Text 27

a. Some children still walk to school.
(b. Schools today have many classrooms, grades, and tools for learning. )
c. Lunch is served in a cafeteria.

false

In a one-room school, children of different ages learned .true
@ together. -

@ Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “to say a lesson out loud for the teacher.”

recite

@ Which detail is the SAME in both texts?

a. A woodstove heats the room.
b. Students use computers.
(c. Children play tag and jump rope at recess. )

Name one way school long ago was different from school today. Use details from
both texts.

Long ago, students wrote on slates because paper cost a lot. Today,

students write on paper and use computers.
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