Name Date

Seeds on the Move

Read both texts. Level 2 - 300 words

Text 1: The Sticky Hike

T Nico and his aunt Rosa hiked along a trail through the tall grass. When they
stopped to eat lunch, Nico looked down and groaned. His socks were covered with
tiny brown balls full of hooks. “What are these things?” he asked, pulling one off.
It clung to his finger.

2 “Those are burrs,” said Aunt Rosa. “Each one holds seeds. The hooks grab onto
anything that brushes past, like socks or fur. That’s how the plant sends its seeds
on a trip.”

3 Nico picked off the burrs one by one and tossed them into the grass beside the
trail. “So I just helped the plant?” he asked. Aunt Rosa laughed. “You sure did.
Maybe next summer, new plants will grow right there.”

4 Nico looked at the field around him and smiled. He wondered how many of these
plants had started as burrs on someone’s socks.

Text 2: How Seeds Travel

5 A plant cannot walk, but its seeds still need to travel. If every seed fell right
under its parent plant, the young plants would be crowded. They would have to
share water, sunlight, and space. So plants have many ways to spread their seeds.

6 Some seeds ride the wind. A dandelion’s seeds have fluffy tops that float like tiny
parachutes. Maple seeds have flat wings that spin like helicopter blades as they
fall.

7 Some seeds travel with animals. Burrs hook onto fur and fall off far away. Birds
eat berries, and the seeds pass through their bodies and drop in new places.

8 Other seeds travel by water. A coconut can float in the ocean for a long time and
wash up on a faraway beach, where it may grow into a new palm tree. Wind,
animals, and water all help seeds find new places to grow.
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Name Date

Seeds on the Move: Questions

Answer the questions about both texts.

@ In Text 1, how did the burrs get onto Nico’s socks?

a. The hooks grabbed them. b. Rosa put them there.
c. He picked them.

@ Which way of traveling from Text 2 is like what happened in Text 17

a. Coconuts float. b. Maple seeds spin. c. Burrs ride on fur.

@ Find a word in paragraph 1 that means “held on tightly.”

@ According to Text 2, why do plants need to spread their seeds?
a. so animals have more food

b. so the young plants are not crowded
c. so the parent plant can grow taller

@ How is Text 1 different from Text 27
a. Text 1 is a story about one hike. Text 2 gives facts about many plants.

b. Text 1 gives facts about coconuts. Text 2 is a story.
c. Both texts are made-up stories.

@ Aunt Rosa says Nico helped the plant. Use a fact from Text 2 to explain how.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Seeds on the Move: Questions

Answer the questions about both texts.

@ In Text 1, how did the burrs get onto Nico’s socks?

(a. The hooks grabbed them.)  b. Rosa put them there.

c. He picked them.

@ Which way of traveling from Text 2 is like what happened in Text 17

a. Coconuts float. b. Maple seeds spin.  (c. Burrs ride on fur.)

@ Find a word in paragraph 1 that means “held on tightly.”

clung

@ According to Text 2, why do plants need to spread their seeds?

a. so animals have more food
(b. so the young plants are not crowded)
c. so the parent plant can grow taller

@ How is Text 1 different from Text 27

(a. Text 1is a story about one hike. Text 2 gives facts about many plants.)
b. Text 1 gives facts about coconuts. Text 2 is a story.
c. Both texts are made-up stories.

@ Aunt Rosa says Nico helped the plant. Use a fact from Text 2 to explain how.

He carried the burrs and dropped them in a new place. Text 2 says

burrs hook onto fur and fall off far away, which spreads the seeds.
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