Name Date

Three Branches of Government

Read the text. Level 3 - 372 words

T Think about the rules at your school. Someone has to write the rules, someone has to
make sure people follow them, and someone has to decide what the rules mean when
people disagree. Our country has the same three jobs. The people who wrote the United
States Constitution in 1787 split these jobs among three parts of the government. Each
part is called a branch.

2 Why three branches? The writers of the Constitution did not want any one person or
group to have too much power. Like the branches of a tree, the three branches grow
from the same trunk, but each one is separate.

The Legislative Branch: Making Laws

3 The legislative branch makes the laws. This branch is called Congress. Congress has two
parts, the Senate and the House of Representatives. Every state sends two senators, so
there are 100 senators. The number of representatives depends on how many people live
in a state. States with more people send more representatives. Members of Congress
meet in the Capitol building in Washington, D.C.

The Executive Branch: Carrying Out Laws

4 The executive branch makes sure the laws are carried out. The President leads this
branch, with help from the Vice President and many other workers. The President lives
and works in the White House. When Congress passes a bill, or plan for a new law, the
President usually signs it, and it becomes a law. The President can also say no to it
instead. This is called a veto.

The Judicial Branch: Explaining Laws

5 The judicial branch is made up of courts and judges. Judges decide what laws mean and
whether they have been broken. The highest court in the country is the Supreme Court.
It has nine judges, called justices. The Supreme Court can decide that a law goes
against the Constitution. Then that law cannot be used.

Checks and Balances

6 Each branch can check, or limit, the other branches. The President can veto a bill that
Congress passes. Congress can still make it a law if two-thirds of the members of both
parts of Congress vote for it again. The Supreme Court can stop a law that breaks the
Constitution. This system is called checks and balances. It keeps power shared.
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Name Date

Three Branches of Government: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Under which heading can you learn about the Supreme Court?

a. The Legislative Branch: Making Laws
b. The Judicial Branch: Explaining Laws
c. The Executive Branch: Carrying Out Laws

@ Every state sends two senators to Congress. true false
@ Which branch does the President lead?
executive legislative judicial

@ Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “the President saying no to a bill.”

@ The Supreme Court makes the laws. true false

@ Why did the writers of the Constitution create three branches?
a. to help the President

b. to make fewer laws
c. so no one has too much power

@ Explain one way a branch can check another branch. Use details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Three Branches of Government: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Under which heading can you learn about the Supreme Court?
a. The Legislative Branch: Making Laws

(b. The Judicial Branch: Explaining Laws)
c. The Executive Branch: Carrying Out Laws

@ Every state sends two senators to Congress. false

@ Which branch does the President lead?

legislative judicial

@ Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “the President saying no to a bill.”

veto

@ The Supreme Court makes the laws. true

@ Why did the writers of the Constitution create three branches?

a. to help the President
b. to make fewer laws
(c. so no one has too much power)

@ Explain one way a branch can check another branch. Use details from the text.

The President can veto a bill that Congress passes. (Or: The Supreme

Court can stop a law that breaks the Constitution.)
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