Name Date

Weather or Climate?

Read the text. Level 2 - 305 words

Weather Changes Fast

T When you look out the window in the morning, you might see sunshine, rain, or
snow. You might feel a cold wind or warm, sticky air. All of these things are part
of the weather. Weather is what the air outside is like at one place and one time.

2 Weather can change quickly. A sunny morning can turn into a rainy afternoon. A
warm day can be followed by a chilly night. That is why people check the weather
before they decide what to wear. The weather helps you choose between shorts
and a coat, or between a sun hat and an umbrella.

Climate Is the Usual Weather

3 Climate is different. Climate is the kind of weather a place usually has, year after
year. To learn about a place’s climate, scientists study its weather over many,
many years.

4 Some places have a hot, dry climate. In many deserts, very little rain falls, and
the days are hot. Other places have a warm, wet climate. In a rainforest, it rains
almost every day. Places near the North Pole and the South Pole have a very cold
climate, with long, snowy winters.

5 Climate tells you what to expect, but not exactly what will happen. Imagine a
town with a cold, snowy climate. Most winter days there are freezing. Still, the
weather might surprise everyone with one warm, sunny day in January. One warm
day does not change the town’s climate.

{ Weather tells about one day. Climate tells about many years. }

Measuring the Weather

6 Scientists measure the weather with tools. A thermometer measures how hot or
cold the air is. A rain gauge collects rain to show how much fell. A wind vane
shows which direction the wind is coming from. By writing down these
measurements every day for many years, scientists learn about climate.
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Name Date

Questions: Weather or Climate?

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What does climate mean?

a. what the air is like at one place and one time
b. the kind of weather a place usually has, year after year
c. atool that measures how hot the air is

@ Weather can change in just one day. true false

@ Which tool would you use to find out how much rain fell?

a thermometer a wind vane a rain gauge

@ Which heading would help you find out about a thermometer?

a. Measuring the Weather
b. Weather Changes Fast
c. Climate Is the Usual Weather

@ One warm day in January changes a town’s climate. true false

@ Find a word in paragraph &4 that means “having little or no water.”

Is the sentence “It is raining at my school right now” about weather or climate?
Explain how you know, using the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Questions: Weather or Climate?

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What does climate mean?

a. what the air is like at one place and one time
(b. the kind of weather a place usually has, year after year)
c. atool that measures how hot the air is

@ Weather can change in just one day.

@ Which tool would you use to find out how much rain fell?

a thermometer a wind vane (a rain gauge )

@ Which heading would help you find out about a thermometer?

(a. Measuring the Weather)
b. Weather Changes Fast
c. Climate Is the Usual Weather

@ One warm day in January changes a town’s climate. true
@ Find a word in paragraph &4 that means “having little or no water.”

dry

false

Is the sentence “It is raining at my school right now” about weather or climate?

Explain how you know, using the text.

Weather. It tells about one place at one time, and weather is what

the air is like at one place and one time.
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