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Where Do Traits Come From?
Read both texts. Level 1 · 217 words

Text 1: Passed Down From Parents
1 A trait is a feature of a living thing, like its color, size, or shape. Many traits 

are passed from parents to their young. That is why puppies often look like 
their parents. If both parent dogs have curly fur, their puppies will likely have 
curly fur too.

2 Plants pass on traits as well. Seeds from a sunflower grow into sunflowers, not 
roses. The color of a flower and the shape of its leaves come from its parent 
plants.

3 Young animals are a lot like their parents, but they are not exactly the same. 
Kittens born to the same mother can have different fur colors. Still, every 
kitten grows up to be a cat, just like its parents.

Text 2: Changed by the World Around Us
4 Not every trait comes from parents. Some traits are learned. A dog is not born 

knowing how to sit or fetch a ball. It learns these tricks from people. A parrot 
can learn to say words it hears again and again.

5 The environment, or the world around a living thing, can change its traits too. 
A plant that gets plenty of sunlight and water may grow tall and green. The 
same kind of plant kept in a dark closet will grow thin, pale, and weak.
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Name Date

Questions: Where Do Traits Come From?
Answer the questions about both texts.

1 What is the most important point of Text 1?

a. Dogs can learn to fetch a ball.
b. Many traits are passed from parents to their young.
c. Plants need sunlight to grow.

2 What is the most important point of Text 2?

a. Sunflower seeds grow into sunflowers.
b. Kittens can have different fur colors.
c. Some traits are learned or changed by the world around us.

3 A dog is born knowing how to sit. true false

4 Which trait does a puppy get from its parents?

a. curly fur b. knowing how to fetch c. knowing how to sit

5 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “the world around a living thing.”

6 How are the two texts alike? How are they different?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Questions: Where Do Traits Come From?
Answer the questions about both texts.

1 What is the most important point of Text 1?

a. Dogs can learn to fetch a ball.
b. Many traits are passed from parents to their young.
c. Plants need sunlight to grow.

2 What is the most important point of Text 2?

a. Sunflower seeds grow into sunflowers.
b. Kittens can have different fur colors.
c. Some traits are learned or changed by the world around us.

3 A dog is born knowing how to sit. true false

4 Which trait does a puppy get from its parents?

a. curly fur b. knowing how to fetch c. knowing how to sit

5 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “the world around a living thing.”

environment

6 How are the two texts alike? How are they different?

Both texts are about traits of living things. Text 1 tells about traits

that come from parents. Text 2 tells about traits that are learned or

changed by the environment.
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