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Who Pays for the Park?
Read the text. Level 2 · 320 words

1 On Saturday morning, Priya and her dad walked to the park. They passed the fire 
station, crossed a freshly paved road, and stopped at the library to return books. 
At the park, Priya climbed to the top of the new playground. “Dad,” she asked, 
“who paid for this playground?”

2 “We all did,” said Dad. “The money comes from taxes.”

What Are Taxes?
3 Taxes are money that people and businesses pay to the government. A community 

uses this money to pay for services that everyone shares. A service is a job done to 
help other people.

4 People pay taxes in different ways. In many places, a small tax is added when you 
buy things at a store. People who own houses pay a tax based on what their home 
is worth. Workers pay a tax on the money they earn.

What Do Taxes Pay For?
5 Taxes pay for many things a community needs. They pay firefighters and police 

officers. They help pay for public schools, libraries, and parks. They pay workers 
who fix roads, plow snow, and keep the water clean.

6 Without taxes, each family would have to pay for these things alone. Most 
families could not buy their own fire truck or build their own library! When 
everyone pays a share, the whole community can have services that help 
everyone.

Who Decides?
7 Leaders chosen by the people decide how to spend tax money. Grown-ups vote for 

these leaders. If people want a new park or a safer road, they can share their 
ideas with their leaders. They can write letters, sign their names on a list, or 
speak at a public meeting.

8 As they walked home, Priya waved at a worker filling a hole in the road. “Thank 
you!” she called. Now she knew that her family had helped pay for that job too.

Did you know? Public libraries can lend books for free because taxes help pay for 
them.
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Name Date

Questions: Who Pays for the Park?
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What are taxes?

a. money people earn at work
b. money people pay to the government
c. money kept in a piggy bank

2 Reread paragraph 6. Why does a community collect taxes from everyone?

a. Families do not like to use libraries.
b. Fire trucks do not cost very much.
c. Most families could not pay for things like a fire truck by themselves.

3 Taxes help pay for public schools. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “to push snow off a road.”

5 Which one is NOT a way people pay taxes, according to paragraph 4?

a. giving a gift b. buying at a store c. earning money

6 Children vote for the leaders who decide how to spend tax 
money.

true false

7 Priya asked who paid for the playground. Explain Dad’s answer in your own 
words. Use details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Questions: Who Pays for the Park?
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What are taxes?

a. money people earn at work
b. money people pay to the government
c. money kept in a piggy bank

2 Reread paragraph 6. Why does a community collect taxes from everyone?

a. Families do not like to use libraries.
b. Fire trucks do not cost very much.
c. Most families could not pay for things like a fire truck by themselves.

3 Taxes help pay for public schools. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “to push snow off a road.”

plow

5 Which one is NOT a way people pay taxes, according to paragraph 4?

a. giving a gift b. buying at a store c. earning money

6 Children vote for the leaders who decide how to spend tax 
money.

true false

7 Priya asked who paid for the playground. Explain Dad’s answer in your own 
words. Use details from the text.

Everyone in the community paid for it with taxes. Taxes are money

people pay to the government for shared services like parks.
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