Name Date

Why Woodpeckers Tap

Read the story.

1

Level 2 - 301 words

Long ago, when the forest was young, the animals all had the same problem. The
juiciest bugs lived deep inside the bark of the old trees, where no one could reach
them.

Bear scratched at the bark with his claws. “Too hard,” he grumbled, and he went
off to find berries. Raccoon poked at it with her clever fingers. “Too slow,” she
sighed, and she went to fish in the creek. Fox dug at the roots. “Too much work,”
he said, and he trotted off to nap in the sun. One by one, the animals gave up.

Only little Woodpecker kept trying. Her beak was soft back then, and the first time
she tapped, it stung. Tap. She rested. Tap, tap. She rested again. The other birds
laughed at her. “You’ll never get through that bark,” said Blue Jay. “Come and
sing with us instead.”

“Maybe not today,” said Woodpecker. “But I will try again tomorrow.”

Every morning, Woodpecker tapped a little longer. Every day, her beak grew a
little stronger. Spring turned into summer, and summer turned into fall. When the
wind blew cold, she tapped. When the rain fell, she tapped. Day after day, she
kept going.

Then, one frosty morning, there was a crack! A tiny hole opened in the bark.
Woodpecker poked in her beak and found more bugs than she could ever eat.

Blue Jay stared. “How did you do that?” he asked.
Woodpecker smiled. “I didn’t do it all at once,” she said. “I just didn’t stop.”

Her beak had become as strong as a chisel, a tool that cuts wood. And that is why,
to this day, you can hear woodpeckers tapping, tapping, tapping on the trees.
They are reminding everyone that small steps, taken every day, can get you
through the hardest bark.
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Name Date

Why Woodpeckers Tap: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Which word best describes Woodpecker? patient lazy bossy

@ What does this story explain?

a. why bears eat berries b. why blue jays sing c. why woodpeckers tap

@ Number the events from 1 to 4 in the order they happen.

Woodpecker’s beak grew stronger.
Bear and Raccoon gave up.

A hole opened in the bark.

Blue Jay laughed at Woodpecker.

@ Find a word in paragraph 2 that means “complained in a low, unhappy voice.”

@ What is the lesson of the story?

a. Never listen to friends.
b. Small steps add up.
c. Bugs are better food.

@ How did Woodpecker’s actions lead to the ending? Use details.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Why Woodpeckers Tap: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Which word best describes Woodpecker? lazy bossy

@ What does this story explain?

a. why bears eat berries b. why blue jays sing  (c. why woodpeckers tap)

@ Number the events from 1 to 4 in the order they happen.

3 | Woodpecker’s beak grew stronger.
1 | Bear and Raccoon gave up.

L4 | A hole opened in the bark.

2 | Blue Jay laughed at Woodpecker.
@ Find a word in paragraph 2 that means “complained in a low, unhappy voice.”

grumbled

@ What is the lesson of the story?

a. Never listen to friends.
(b. Small steps add up.)
c. Bugs are better food.

@ How did Woodpecker’s actions lead to the ending? Use details.

She kept tapping every day even when others laughed, so her beak

grew strong and she finally broke through the bark to find bugs.
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